Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction
Classes of Environmental Documents
The Four Levelsof Categorical Exclusions
Projects Exempt from CE Documentation
CE Leve 1 Projects
CE Leve 2 and 3 Actions
CE Levd 2 Criteria
CE Leve 3 Criteria
CE Leve 4 Criteria
Other ProjectsEligiblefor CEs
The Categorical Exclusion Process
CE Development Process Defined
Step 1
Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5
Categorical Exclusion Preparation
CE Form - Part | (General Project Identification,
Description & Design Information)
CE Form - Part |l (Involvement & Required Analysis
of Resour cesto be Impacted by the Project)
Section A - Ecological Resour ces
Section B - Other Resources
Section C - Section 4(f) Resour ces
Section D - Cultural Resources
Section E - Air Quality & Noise

Section F - Community I mpacts

Section G - Public I nvolvement

Section H - Hazardous Materials

Section | - Permits Checklist

Section J - Environmental Commitments &
Resourcesto be Avoided

Section K - Concurrence

CE Leve 1 Form (Supplemental Project Information Form)
CEForm (CE Levels2,3,4)
Environmental Consultation Form

IO,

A

STE]

ZEOF op
&5y
=
5
<
ZOF THE

Page ii
Page 1
Page 2
Page 2
Page 3
Page 5
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9
Page 9
Page 11
Page 11
Page 12
Page 14
Page 21
Page 22
Page 23
Page 24

Page 27

Page 30
Page 31
Page 33
Page 35
Page 36
Page 39
Page 42
Page 46
Page 49
Page 49
Page 50

Page 51

Attachment 1
Attachment 2
Attachment 3

Glossary Attachment 4
Sample Gantt Charts Attachment 5
Reference Attachment 6
Programmatic Agreement Attachment 7

Office of Environmental Services i

August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

INTRODUCTION

This handbook has been developed to guide Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
environmental staff, local public agencies (LPAS) and consultantsin their preparation of categorical
excluson confirmations and scoping for environmental assessments and environmental impact
statements. A standard form has been designed to provide a consistent process resulting in a more
thorough and efficient advancement of projects that are expected to have minor environmental
involvement. Thisnew processisintended to be user-friendly and is expected to expedite document
preparation and review.

With the May 1, 2000 programmatic categorical excluson agreement (included in the reference
section of this handbook), ODOT and the Federa Highway Administration (FHWA) have agreed to
four levels of review and approval for categorical exclusion (CE) projects. These four levels of
review and approval for CEs will be determined using the same criteriafor both federa and/or state
actions (funding, approval, etc.). The appropriate level of a CE is based on the type of action and
the conditions of the project. The provisions of the revised CE process provide for:

1) ODQT districts and ODOT’ s Office of Environmental Services (OES) to act on behalf of
FHWA in assuring compliance with al applicable federal environmental and related
requirements.

2) A process that will be consistent in documenting information that allows for defensible CEs
on a statewide basis.

3) A process that is concise and easy to follow.

4) A process that allows those with limited exposure to the environmental process to follow,
provide the proper information and make appropriate decisions within the bounds of the
programmeatic agreement; and

5) A process that uses technological advances by reducing the amount of paperwork and
providing adigital format for processing.

Therevised CE process hasbeen devel oped to conform with thefollowing guidelinesand regul ations:

*  The Nationa Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.

*  TheCouncil on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulationsfor |mplementing the Procedural
Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (November 29, 1978).

* U.S. Department of Transportation ORDER 5610.1C (September 18, 1979).

Office of Environmental Services ii August 8, 2000
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e U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23 -

* Highways, Chapter I, Subchapter H, Part 771 (effective December 29, 1980, amended
September 8, 1987).
Federa Highway Administration, Federal Aid Policy Guide and Technica Advisory
6640.8A (October 30, 1987).

*  Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.

*  Executive Order 12898, Federa Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations (February 11, 1994).

All coordination, evauations and decisions made by ODOT under this process will be adequately
documented with the use of acategorical exclusionform (attachment 2). Thisstandard form hasbeen
designed for use in preparation of CE Level 2, 3, and 4 documents for transportation projects (these
levelsare discussed in detail |ater inthishandbook). CE Level 1 documentsare actionsthat meet the
criteriafor a CE as described in the CEQ regulations, but normally do not require any further NEPA
reviews by the administration. For a CE Level 1, a separate document, the supplemental project
information (SPI) form, isused (attachment 1). Thislevel alsoisdiscussed in detail later.

There aso have been numerous process changes implemented within this publication that will help
ensure compliance with agreements between ODOT and FHWA. Compliance with the process
outlined in this handbook will alow for consistent documentation review and approval procedures
that are necessary for the efficient delivery of projects.

This handbook is dated August 8, 2000.

It has been prepared and revised with the combined efforts of the Ohio Department of
Transportation, Office of Environmental Services (OES), districts, consultantsand FHWA. If
there are any questions regarding the contents of this handbook, the CE form or attachments,
please contact Timothy M. Hill, OES administrator, at (614) 644-0377.

The Ohio Department of Transportation hasreferenced other state CE processesand would like
to thank the following for assistance:

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
Maryland Department of Transportation
Michigan Department of Transportation

This handbook can be downloaded from the OES web page at www.dot.state.oh.us/oes/policy

CLASSES OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS
Office of Environmental Services iii August 8, 2000
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) mandatesthat the type of documentation for federal
actionsbedetermined by the potential impactsprojects may have onthe surrounding natural, cultural,
and socia environment.

There are three classes of action that prescribe the level of documentation required in the NEPA
process for federal actions. These three classes of action are listed below:

Class|, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): Asdescribed inthe CEQ regulations, adetailed
written report that provides “full and fair discussion on significant environmental impacts and
[informs] decision-makers and the public of the reasonable aternativesthat would avoid or minimize
adverse impacts or enhance the quality of the human environment.”

Class |1, Categorical Exclusion (CE): A classification given federa actions that do not have a
significant effect on the environment either individualy or cumulatively. Once a CE is approved for
aproject, requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) have been satisfied.

Class 111, Environmental Assessment (EA): A document prepared for federa actions that is not
eligible for a CE and does not appear to be of sufficient magnitude to require an EIS. An EA

provides the andysis and documentation to determine if an EIS or afinding of no significant impact
(FONSI) should be prepared.

(2R

/l-)
—__
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THE FOUR LEVELSOF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS

ODOT and the FHWA have agreed to four levels of review and approval for categorical exclusion
projects. Thesefour levelsof review and approval for CEswill be determined using the same criteria
for both federa and/or state actions (funding, approval, etc.). The appropriate level of aCE isbased
on the type of action and the conditions of the project.

Projects Exempt from CE Documentation

Due to the limited scope of work for certain projects and based on past experience with similar
actions, FHWA and ODOT will not require documentation for the actions listed below. These
projects are standard stand a one maintenance functions that, based on ODOT’s and FHWA'’s past
experience, will not result in any significant impacts to the human or natural environment:

Guardrail replacement where no new bank stabilization is required,

Thereplacement of traffic signalswithinexisting ROW, (provided no work takes placewithin
any historic districts),

Genera pavement marking or “line painting” projects,

The ingtallation of raised pavement markers,

Herbicida spraying within existing ROW,

Mowing or brush removal/trimming projects within existing ROW,
The installation or maintenance of signs, pavement markings

and/or replacement fencing, L
Study type projects (i.e. feasibility studies, etc.), No documentation is
Bridge deck overlays, bridge deck replacements, and other reqUIreq for these
maintenance activities, including bridge painting projects projects.

provided project doesn’t involve any work within streams,
rivers, scenic river corridors or historic properties,

General highway maintenance, including filling potholes, crack sealing, mill and resurfacing,
joint grinding/milling, etc.

Office of Environmental Services 2 August 8, 2000
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CELeve 1

CE level 1 projects (Table 1) assume little or no impact to the environment. OES requires that the
CE level 1 form (supplemental project information form) be completed and kept on fileby the district
and OES. CE level 1 projectswill not result in the displacement of any permanent structuresor result
inthe acquisition of lands protected by Section 4(f) requirements. These projectswill involve minor
amounts of right-of-way (strip takes) and no impactsto wetlandsor Section 106 resourceswill occur.
The District Environmental Coordinator (DEC) shall confirm that these actions meet the criteriafor
CE leve 1 projects. Only the DEC signatureisrequired for CE level 1 projects. Projectsthat do not
meet the criteriafor CE level 1 projects shall be processed at the next appropriate higher level.

Tablel

CE Leve 1 ProjectsInclude the Following:

1. Approval of utility installationsalong or acrossatransportation facility provided nodrainageof wetland
will occur.

2. Construction of bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths and facilities provided that no new disturbance will
occur (e.g. designationsof certain highways as bike routes, painting of existing paved shouldersasbike
lanes, etc.).

3. Transfer of federal lands pursuant to 23 USC 317 when the subseguent action isnot an FHWA action.
4. Landscaping.

5. Installation of new fencing, signs, small passenger shelters, traffic signals and railroad warning devices
whereno substantial land acquisition, traffic disruption or theelimination of on-street parking will occur.

6. Emergency repairs under 23 USC 125.
7. Acquisition of scenic easements.
8. Improvementsto existing maintenance facilities, rest areas and truck weigh stations.

9. Ridesharing activities.

Con'tonpg. 4

Table1con't.

Office of Environmental Services 3 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook S

a}»mdso
TION,

s

10.|Transportati on corridor fringe parking facilities and park-and-ride lots for ridesharing.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Approvals for disposal of excess right-of-way or for joint or limited use of right-of-way where the
proposed use would have minimal or no adverse social, or economic or environmental impacts.

Wetland mitigation activities.

Culvert and small structure replacement/reconstruction that involve no more than minimal additional
right-of-way necessary to grade around the new bridge/culvert plus any necessary channel work. (All
permitsand coordination arestill required). (If anindividual permitisrequired, theproject cannot
be processed asa CE Level 1.)

Modernization of a highway by resurfacing where no new bank stabilization or shoulders are added.
Tower lighting projects.
Track and rail-bed improvements, maintenance activities or acquisition.

Acquisition of land for hardship or protective purposes; advance land acquisition loans under section
3(b) of the UMT Act. Hardship and protective buying will be permitted only for a particular parcel or
alimited number of parcels. Thesetypesof land acquisition qualify for aCE only wherethe acquisition
will not limit the evaluation of aternatives, including shifts in aignment for planned construction
projects, which may be required in the NEPA process. No project development on such land may
proceed until the NEPA process has been completed.

Minor enhancement or facility improvement projects (i.e. installation of park benches, decorative
lighting, etc.)

Projectsthat involve any of thefollowing will not be considered dligiblefor processngasaCE leve

1:

Section 106 resour ces

Section 4(f) impacts/use

* Wetland impacts

e Scenicriver corridor

e Individual 404 or Section 10 permits
» Coast Guard permit

» Substantial traffic disruption

Office of Environmental Services 4 August 8, 2000
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CELEVELS2and 3ACTIONS

Table 2 includes alist of actions that ODOT and FHWA have agreed are normally CE level 2 or 3
actions. Theitemsin thistable can be broken down into the associated level by applying the criteria
listed on pages 5, 6 and 7.

Table?2

CE Leve 2 and 3 Projects Include the Following

1. Modernization of ahighway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, adding shoulders,
or adding through lanes (with the exception of interstate or “interstate-like” Freeways) or auxiliary lanes
(e.g., parking, weaving, turning, climbing).

2. Highway safety, truck escape ramps or traffic operation improvement projectsincluding the installation
of ramp metering control devices and lighting.

3. Bridge rehabilitation, reconstruction, or replacement, the construction of a grade separation to replace
existing at grade railroad crossings, or the removal of existing railroad grade separation structures.

4. Construction of an interchange to replace an existing at grade intersection.

5. Construction of new bus storage and maintenance facilities in areas used predominantly for industrial
or transportation purposes where such construction is not inconsistent with existing zoning and located
on or near a street with adequate capacity to handle anticipated bus and support vehicle traffic.

6. Rehabilitation, reconstruction or conversion of existing rail and bus buildings and ancillary facilities
where only minor amounts of additional land are required and there is not a substantial increase in the
number of users.

7. Construction of bus transfer facilities (an open area consisting of passenger shelters, boarding areas,
kiosks and related street improvements) when located in acommercia areaor other high activity center
in which there is adequate street capacity for projected bus traffic.

8. Construction or conversion of rail storage and maintenance facilities in areas used predominantly for
industrial or transportation purposeswhere such constructionisnot inconsi stent with existing zoning and
where there is no significant noise impact on the surrounding community.

Office of Environmental Services 5 August 8, 2000
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10.

11.

12.

13.

i s
el
Con't. onpg 6
Table 2 con't.
9. Construction of new truck weigh stations or rest aress.

Construction of ODOT storage and maintenance facilitiesin areas used predominantly for industrial or
transportation purposeswhere such construction isnot inconsistent with existing zoning and wherethere
is no significant environmental impacts.

Noise walls/mitigation projects.

Construction of bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths or facilities.

Approvals for changes in access control that involve the National Highway System and limited access
ROW.

Office of Environmental Services 6 August 8, 2000
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CE Level 2 Criteria

The following criteria apply to projects classified as CE level 2 projects. The DEC and the District
Planning & Program Administrator will confirm that these actions are within the limits of these
criteriaand meet the intent of CE level 2 projects.

Table3

Impacts of CE L evel 2 Projects Can Involve:

1. Minor right-of-way (ROW) acquisition involving a maximum of 4 hectares (10 acres) or involving the
maximum of 2 relocations. (The context and intensity of the impact may requirethe CE to be elevated
to the next higher level. Confirmation (by ODOT) shall be made that the acquisition will not result
in significant impacts to the community or environment)

2. Minor amounts of hazardous materials (involvement limited to petroleum related underground storage
tanks and/or releases).

3. Waetland impacts that do not result in the preparation of an Individual 404 or 401 permit. (Enough
information to issue a wetland finding must be included in the CE documentation.)

4. No effect or no historic properties affected or a no adverse effect determinations on historic or
archaeol ogical resourcesthat areon or digiblefor the National Register of Historic Places, not involving
an archaeologica phase 111 recommendation.

5. Minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any organized
groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination).

Projectsthat involve any of the following will not be considered eligible for processing asa CE
level 2:

. Addition of through travel lanes,

. Construction of an interchange to replace an existing at grade inter section,

. Coast Guard permit,

. Section 4(f) impacts/use,

. Individual Section 10 permits,

. Substantial flood plain impacts,

. Impactsto threatened or endangered species, or

. Any disproportionately high and adver se impacts relative to environmental

justice.
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Thefollowing criteriaapply to projects classfied as CE leve 3 projects. The confirmation that these
actions meet the intent of CE level 3 projectswill be made by the administrator or one of the assistant
environmental administratorsin the Office of Environmental Services within ODOT.

Table4

IMPACTSOF CE LEVEL 3PROJECTSCOULD INVOLVE:

1. Right-of-way (ROW) acquisition involving amaximum of 8 relocationsor up to 8 hectares (20 acres)of
permanent right-of-way. (The context and intensity of the impact may require the CE to be elevated
to the next higher level. Confirmation shall be made to determine that the acquisition will not result
in significant impacts to the community or environment.)

2. Historicor archaeological resources that are on or eligible for the National Register of HistoricPlaces
Thisincludesfindings of an adverse effect provided that an Individual Section 4(f) determination is not
required. If the requirements of a Programmatic Section 4(f) are met, the project does not necessarily
need to be submitted to FHWA for confirmation of the CE status. It canremain a CE level 3 provided
that the Programmatic Section 4(f) has been coordinated through FHWA.

3. Wetland impacts of 2 hectares (5 acres) or less. (Enough information to issue a wetland finding must
be included in the CE documentation.)

4. Substantial public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (strong opposition from organized
groupsor agencies). CE documentation must demonstrate that the public or agency concerns have been
addresses and is attached.

5. Section 4(f) impacts/use that fall within the bounds of a programmatic 4(f), provided that FHWA has
concurred with the 4(f) determination.

Projectsthat involve any of the following will not be considered eligible for processing asa CE
level 3:

. Section 4(f) impacts/use (Requiring an individual Section 4(f) determination),

. Substantial/significant flood plain impact,

. Impactsto threatened or endangered species,

. Requiring an individual air quality analyss, or

. Any disproportionately high and adver se impacts relative to environmental

justice.

Office of Environmental Services 8 August 8, 2000
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CE Leve 4 Criteria

Actions with impacts not discussed in this agreement or with higher impacts than listed require
coordination with FHWA.. These actions must be coordinated with OES and approved by FHWA.

Table5

CE LEVEL 4 PROJECTS:

Projects in this category must meet the intent of 23 CFR 771.117 (d) and satisfy the criteria for CE
Classification. Based on past experience with similar actions, these actions do not involve significant
environmental impacts.

Other Projects Eligible for CEs

If aproposed CE project is not one of the actions listed in Table 1 or Table 2, the project may till
be eligible to obtain NEPA clearance with a CE. As stated on page 5 of the attachment to FHWA
Technical Advisory T 6640.8A dated October 30, 1987:

Any action which meets the CE criteria in 23 CFR 771.117(a) may by classified as a CE
even though it does not appear on the list of examplesin Section 771.117(d). The actions
on thelist should be used as a guide to identify other actionsthat may be processed as CEs.
The documentation to be submitted to the FHWA must demonstr ate that the proposed project
will not result in significant environmental impacts. The classification decision should be
documented as a part of the individual project submissions.

Therefore, any action may be classified asa CE if it meets the criteriafrom 23 CFR 771.117(a) and
if it does not exhibit any of the criteriain 23 CFR 771.117(b).

Section 23 CFR 771.117(b) reads as follows:

Any action which normally would be classified as a CE but could involve unusual
circumstances will require the administration, in cooperation with the applicant, to conduct
appropriate environmental studies to determine if the CE classification is proper. Such

Office of Environmental Services 9 August 8, 2000
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unusua circumstances include:

(@D Significant environmental impacts,
2 Substantial controversy on environmental grounds;

3 Significant impact on properties protected by Section 4(f) of the
DOT Act or Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; or

4 Inconsistencies with any federal, state, or local law, requirement or
administrative determination relating to the environmental aspects of the action.

In consultation with the Office of Environmental Services, consider the class of action to ensure that
the project will not involve any of the four unusua circumstances in 23 CFR 771.117(b) shown
above. If the project is estimated to be eligible for a CE, the documentation to be submitted must
demonstrate that the proposed project will not result in any of the four unusual circumstances shown
above. The aforementioned documentation may be a CE prepared in accordance with the guidance
provided in this handbook and processed as a CE level 4.

Office of Environmental Services 10 August 8, 2000
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THE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION PROCESS

Categorical Exclusions (CE) Development Process Defined

Categorical exclusions are actions which meet the definition contained in 40 CFR 1508.4 and, based
on past experience with smilar actions, do not involve significant environmental impacts. They are
actions which: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; do not
require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any
natural, cultural, recreational, historic, or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or
water quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either
individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. (Section 23 CFR
771.117(a))

Categorical exclusons comprise a large mgority of the environmental documents prepared for
highway projectsin Ohio. To ensurethat the environmental review process contributesto the overall
successof highway improvements, project sponsorsare encouraged to follow the 5-Step CE Process.
Thisprocessisintended to guide project sponsorsthrough the critical decision making areastypicaly
experienced in the preparation of CEs.

The 5 critical steps of the CE process defined below can be utilized for preparation of al CEs,
especially CE level 3 and 4 projects. CE level 1 and 2 projects will generally have smilar critica
path elements, but may not require an as intense level of study as explained within the 5 Step CE
Process. While CE level 2 projects can have detailed field investigations, for the most part, these
projects do not require al of the processes explained within the steps. Additionally, these steps may
occur concurrently or some may not occur at all depending on the level of the project.

The following steps comprise the CE process:

Step 1. Purpose & Need

Step 2: Preliminary Studies

Step 3: Preferred Alternative,

Step 4: Approval of the Environmental Document, and
Step 5: Final Design and Construction

Office of Environmental Services 11 August 8, 2000
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ODOT’sinterest in managing projects more effectively initiated the development and use of Gantt
charts for projects. The sample CE Gantt chart (Attachment 5) identifies the steps and their
associated tasks, the duration necessary to accomplish each task and their links to other tasks.
Understanding the relationship between tasks is critical to keeping the project on schedule and for
identifying opportunities to compress the schedule. This Gantt chart assumes a CE level 4 with
Section 4(f) impacts. Thetimeframefor atypical CE4is2.3years. Lower level CE swill takeless
time.

Definitions of Steps
Step 1: Purpose & Need
a) Preparation of the purpose and need for the project

The project purpose and need drives the process for considering alternatives, analyzing reasonable
strategies and ultimately selecting the preferred alternative. The purpose and need statement must
clearly demonstrate that a transportation need exists. The statement must provide tangible,
guantifiable data to support the need for the project, and it should be comprehensive, specific, and
concise. The goals and objectives of the proposed action also must be identified in the statement.

Confirmation of the purpose and need for the project, establishment of the logica termini and
demonstration of its independent utility are critical to the overall process. (See page 27 for basic
ingredients of purpose and need statements). A clear, well-defined purpose and need statement also
isan essential element for successful agency coordination during NEPA and permitting processes.
Without a well-defined, well-established and well-justified purpose and need, it will be difficult to
determine which aternatives are reasonable, prudent and practical.

b) ldentification of the study area

Establishing the study areaisakey point in the CE process for determining the limits of the project.
The limits of the study area should be based on logical termini and the purpose of the project. The
study area should be large enough to encompass a range of alternatives that meet the purpose and
need. Both the study area and the logical termini should be established in such a manner that
potential aternatives are not eliminated from consideration smply due to an overly restrictive choice
on the logical termini. The study areawill serve as the boundary for identifying all environmental,
social and cultural resources for the project.

¢) Conducting preliminary engineering to develop feasible alternatives

Office of Environmental Services 12 August 8, 2000
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During the CE process, preliminary engineering to develop feasible alternatives is performed
concurrently with environmental studies. The preliminary engineering includes:

* Arequest for traffic datafrom the office of technical services. Thisdatais used to determinethe
location of interchanges and other access points, grade separations, trip generators, level of
service, number of travel lanes, and other safety/capacity issuesin the study area.

* Development of alignment and profiles to illustrate mainline curvature, number of lanes,
approximate work limits, points of access, cross-road separations, railroad crossing separations,
service roads, retaining walls and structures, complex/non-complex drainage conveyances, and
landlocked properties.

* ldentification of major utilitiesand determineif they will requirerel ocation. Identify possiblesites
for relocation. Estimate the total cost for the utilities to be relocated. Separately, state the
project cost and utility owner cost.

Theresults of preliminary engineering as well asthe location of environmental resources are plotted
on acommon base map. ODQOT then initiates coordination with resource agenciesto gain input on
the various alternatives. A public meeting may be held to obtain input from the public on the project
and the alternatives under consideration. Following the comment period, prepare a summary of the
comments received and provide a copy to the district.

Developing these preliminary engineering details early, builds the foundation for the project.
Additionally, the preliminary engineering will aid the project sponsor in developing a redlistic and
practical project that meets the purpose and need.

d) Initiation of environmental studies

Initiating environmental studies should include identification of environmental, social and cultural
literature searches for project area resources. This task then involves mapping the inventoried
information on a study area exhibit (aerial photography or other mapping as appropriate). Utilizing
the base mapping devel oped for the project, the exhibit should show al featuresidentified inthe study
area. Each resource should be identified to assist in describing the resource visudly and clarifying
the area of potential effect. Information collected and verified in field reviews also should be
included in the study area exhibit. In the case of CE level 3 and 4 projects where more studies and
reports may be required, the project sponsor will need to carefully document and follow-up on
project issues.

d) Develop mailing list of public/property stakeholders

The stakeholders are identified during this step in the process. The stakeholders may include
government officials, business and civic leaders, school officials, church leaders, the convention and
visitorsbureau, chamber of commerceleadership, other personswho might be considered community
leaders, property owners, property occupants and residents within the study area. Depending onthe

Office of Environmental Services 13 August 8, 2000
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type and level of the CE project, the project sponsor should keep stakeholderswell informed on the
process and issues that may be of concern to the community.

e) Public notification

In order to properly notify the public of project activity (project intent, need to access property, etc.,)
the project sponsor will need to ensure that necessary steps are taken to keep people informed.
Public notification isexpected and some type of public coordination will be performed for dl projects
(See Part 11, Section G for Public Involvement suggestions and information.).

As early as possible during the processing of a CE project, the district should provide mapping that
identify potential parcelsthat could beimpacted by a specific project to theregional real estate office.
The regional real estate office can assist by suppling the district with an accurate list of names and
addresses of residents. At the minimum, aletter should be sent to al property ownersin the project
area. Early coordination with the public is critica in obtaining acceptance for the project and
notification of project activitiesis one of the first steps in the process.

Gantt Chart Components of Step 1.

STEP 1: PURPOSE and NEED Duration Start Finish
Define program/project, identify limits, select consultant 110d Fri 3/31/00 Thu 8/31/00
Authorize consultant 1d Fri 9/01/00 Fri 9/01/00
Develop purpose and need 25d Fri 3/31/00 Thu 5/04/00

Document P& N 15d Fri 3/31/00 Thu 4/20/00

Review P& N 10d Fri 4/21/00 Thu 5/04/00

Engineering studies 30d Fri 5/05/00 Thu 6/15/00
Start preliminary engineering studies to develop feasible )

alternatives, identify the study area 30d Fri 5/05/00 Thu 6/15/00

Public Information 15d Mon 9/4/00 Fri 9/22/00

Identify stakeholders 10d Mon 9/4/00 Fri 9/15/00

Notify property owners and residents 5d Mon 9/18/00 Fri 9/22/00

TOTAL DAYS 181d

Step 2: Preliminary Studies

a) Beginning field studies

Field studiesare conducted to identify qualitatively and quantitatively the characteristicsof the natural
and man-made resources within the study area. Theinformation gathered in theliterature search and
the field studies will be used to avoid or minimize, where possible, potentialy adverse impacts to
sensitive resources. Environmental studies are conducted, if needed, to identify and map resources
within the study area. Studies for thisinclude:

* A phase | cultural resources survey (reconnaissance) identifies both prehistoric/historic

Office of Environmental Services 14 August 8, 2000
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archaeology and historic architecture sites that may be impacted.

* Anecologica survey that identifies the impacts of each alternative in the following areas: (1)
aguatic, (2) terrestrial, (3) wetland determination, and (4) endangered species.

* Anenvironmental site assessment is performed that identifies properties impacted by hazardous
substances.

* ldentification of Section 4(f) propertiesincluding publically owned public parks, recreation lands
and wildlife and waterfow! refuges within the study area.

b) Continue preliminary engineering

Preliminary engineering continues in step 2 of the CE process. Project sponsors should ensure that
the following preliminary engineering issues are included:

e Cadculation of drainage areas and bridge/pipe sizes for mgor drainage ways based on the
proposed alignment and profile. Prepare a graphic solution for minor drainage.

» Cost estimates that include construction, right-of-way, and utilities.

» Cdculation of right of way requirements, identification of property owners, delineation of
structures to be taken, identification of the number and type of relocations, acreage to be taken,
residuals, etc.

» Determination of how traffic will be maintained during construction. Include costsin the project
estimate.

¢) Environmental impact assessment

Once literature searches, environmental studies, preliminary engineering and resource areas are
identified, the project sponsor should assess the potential impactsin the project area. Understanding
the location of environmental, socia and cultural impacts will allow the project to avoid critical or
protected resources. Secondary and cumulativeimpactsal so should betaken into considerationwhen
evaluating options for a preferred aternative. 1n compliance with NEPA and CEQ regulations (40
CFR 1508), the secondary and cumulative impacts of a project also must be determined along with
the direct impacts.

» Direct impacts are those that are caused by an action and occur at the sametime and place asthe
action.
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Secondary (or indirect) impacts are those impacts that would result from the project but would
occur later intimeor farther removed indistance, although still reasonably foreseeable. They may
include growth-inducing effects or other effects related to changes in the pattern of land use,
population density, or growth rate.

Cumulativeimpacts are those impacts on the environment that would result from the incrementa
impact of the project when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions, regardless of what agency undertook the action.

In determining the intensity of an impact, the following factors should be taken into consideration:

Beneficial effects - asignificant environmenta effect may exist even though the proposed action
has an overal beneficia effect.

Public health - the degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.

Unique characteristics - unique characteristics of the geographical area, such as proximity to
historical or cultural resources, parklands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or
ecologically critical areas.

Degree of controversy - the degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment
are likely to be controversial.

Degree of unique or unknown risk - the degree to which the possible effects on the human
environment are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks.

Precedent-setting effect - the degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future
actions with significant effects.

Cumulative effect - whether the action isrelated to other actions with individualy insignificant,
but cumulatively significant, impacts.

Cultural or historical resources - the degree to which the action may adversely affect districts,
sites, highways, structures, or objectslisted in, or digiblefor listing in, the National Register of
Historic Places.

Special-status species - the degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or
threatened species or its habitat.
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* Violationsof federal, state, or local environmental law - whether the action threatensaviolation
of federal, state, or local law, or a requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.
e) Publicinvolvement

The public is the community of al its citizens. The public may be involved with various levels of
government. The public may also be leadersor participantsin social enterprises, resident and non-
resident property owners, resident renters, and part-time residents such as students and visitors. All
have astakeincommunity life, particularly in protection of the cultural, natural and historical heritage
and modern amenitiesincluding transportation facilities. Itisextremely important that transportation
agencies be aware of their relationships with the public.

Early in the process, public involvement might begin with news releases and newdletters, advising
the public on transportation proposals. Astransportation plansand projectsare devel oped, the public
should be informed of the progress and invited to comment. Public comments assist in identifying
and evaluating aternatives for mitigation of adverse impacts and shaping proposals to meet
community needs.

Informality isemphasized in public involvement to encourage an exchange of information. Soliciting
public involvement cultivates public trust and confidence in the transportation agency. It helps the
public better understand project decision-making under constraints of law, funding and political

policy.

A community consensus on transportation proposal sisbest ascertained by local government officials,
MPOs and other planning agencies. These sources should, and generally must, be consulted as part
of public involvement. ODOT and MPOs begin determining consensus in early phases of planning
aswell asin preliminary development of projects. Task forces and study teams consult with local
governments, planning agencies and the public for guidance and development of transportation
proposals. As new alternatives, and issues surface, the involvement process must be redesigned to
be included.

f) Agency coordination
Duringthisstep, participation by other affected agenciesissolicited to determinecritical issues. Early

agency coordination aids in determining the scope of the study, the level of anaysis required, the
study team participants, and the specific technical requirements necessary to carry out the project.
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Cooperating agenciesthat are identified in a project’ s environmental document commit to a process
inwhich they have assigned roles, responsibilities and an understanding of the issues. The agencies
with regulatory responsibilities can prevent a highway project form advancing if they do not agree
that the environmental impactsand regul ated effectshave been adequately addressed. Anagency can
identify theenvironmental impactsand responsibilitiesit considersmost critical and work with FHWA
to ensurethat the NEPA document adequately addressesthem. Active participation by acooperating
agency increases the likelihood that the agency will adopt FHWA'’s document to satisfy its own
concerns and jurisdictional responsibilities.

The cooperating agency isateam concept. By joining the project devel opment team, the cooperating
agency isoffered anin-depth understanding of the project early inthe project planning process, which
will helpitinfulfilling itsrespons bilities associated with the project. Thelead agency should identify
and work with the cooperating agency at the earliest possible stage of project development.
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Gantt Chart Components of Step 2:

STEP 2: ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING
Begin field studies

Noise analysis
Prepare noise report
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, submittal
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Review and acceptance of report

Cultural resources phase |
Phase | field work, report
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, submittal
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Transmit to OHPO
OHPO concurrence

Cultural resources phase I
Begin phase Il field work and report
Complete field work, finish report
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, submittal
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Transmit to OHPO
OHPO concurrence

Archaeology data recovery plan
Begin data recovery plan preparation
Complete recovery plan, documentation
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review by district/ OES
Revisions, submittal
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Transmit to OHPO
OHPO concurrence

Cultural Resources MOA
Begin documentation/MOA
Complete MOA & documentation
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review and discussion with OHPO/others
Revisions & submittal
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Obtain signatures and transmit to FHWA

Duration

95 d
25d
10d
15d
10d
10d
15d
185d
90 d
10d
15d
15d
10d
15d
30d
170d
50d
25d

5d
15d
10d

5d
15d
30d
145d
20d
10d

5d
15d
10d

5d
15d
30d
175d
20d
10d
10d
20d
15d
10d
10d

Start

Fri 6/16/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 7/21/00
Fri 8/04/00
Fri 8/25/00
Fri 9/08/00
Fri 9/22/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 10/20/00
Fri 11/3/00
Fri 11/24/00
Fri 12/15/00
Fri 12/29/00
Fri 1/19/01
Fri 3/02/01
Fri 3/02/01
Fri 5/11/01
Fri 6/15/01
Fri 6/22/01
Fri 7/13/01
Fri 7/27/01
Fri 8/03/01
Fri 8/24/01
Fri 10/05/01
Fri 10/05/01
Fri 11/02/01
Fri 11/16/01
Fri 11/23/01
Fri 12/14/01
Fri 12/28/01
Fri 1/04/02
Fri 1/25/02
Fri 10/05/01
Fri 10/05/01
Fri 11/02/01
Fri 11/16/01
Fri 11/30/01
Fri 12/2/01
Fri 1/18/02
Fri 2/01/02

Finish

Thu 10/26/00
Thu 7/20/00
Thu 8/03/00
Thu 8/24/00
Thu 9/07/00
Thu 9/21/00

Thu 10/12/00
Thu 3/01/01

Thu 10/19/00

Thu 11/02/00

Thu 11/23/00

Thu 12/14/00

Thu 12/28/00
Thu 1/18/01
Thu 3/01/01

Thu 10/25/01
Thu 5/10/01
Thu 6/14/01

6/21/01
Thu 7/12/01
Thu 7/26/01
Thu 8/02/01
Thu 8/23/01

Thu 10/04/01
Thu 4/25/02

Thu 11/01/01

Thu 11/15/01

Thu 11/22/01

Thu 12/13/01

Thu 12/27/01
Thu 1/03/02
Thu 1/24/02
Thu 3/07/02
Thu 6/06/02

Thu 11/01/01

Thu 11/15/01

Thu 11/29/01

Thu 12/27/01
Thu 1/17/02
Thu 1/31/02
Thu 2/14/02
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Gantt Chart Components of Step 2: con’t.

Task Name
Ecology
Field work, report
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, re-submittal with impacts
Review, transfer to district/ OES
Review and prepare coordination
Coordination
Request permit determination
Do permit determination, begin permit process if applicable
Hazardous materials
ESA screening
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
ESA phase 1
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, re-submittal
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review and acceptance of report
ESA phase 2
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review of report
Revisions, re-submittal
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review and acceptance of report
Section 4(f)
Do evaluation, determination
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review
Revisions, re-submittal
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review, transmit to FHWA
FHWA approval
Continue preliminary engineering - work limits, cost
estimates, relocations, etc.
Public involvement

TOTAL DAYS

Duration
210d
90d
10d
15d
10d
10d
15d
45d
10d
15d
240d
25d
10d
15d
40 d
10d
15d
10d
10d
15d
30d
10d
15d
10d
10d
15d
95d
20d
10d
15d
10d
10d
15d
15d

10d

530 d

Start

Fri 6/16/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 10/20/00
Fri 11/03/00
Fri 11/24/00
Fri 12/08/00
Fri 12/22/00
Fri 1/12/01
Fri 12/08/00
Fri 3/16/01
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 7/21/00
Fri 8/04/00
Mon 9/25/00
Mon 11/20/00
Mon 12/04/00
Mon 12/25/00
Mon 1/08/00
Mon 1/22/01
Mon 2/12/01
Mon 3/26/01
Mon 4/09/01
Mon 4/30/01
Mon 5/14/01
Mon 5/28/01
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 6/16/00
Fri 7/14/00
Fri 7/28/00
Fri 8/18/00
Fri 9/01/00
Fri 9/15/00
Fri 10/06/00

Fri 10/13/00

Finish

Thu 4/05/01
Thu 10/19/00
Thu 11/02/00
Thu 11/23/00
Thu 12/07/00
Thu 12/21/00
Thu 1/11/01
Thu 3/15/01
Thu 12/21/00
Thu 4/05/01
Thu 5/17/01
Thu 7/20/00
Thu 8/03/00
Thu 8/24/00
Fri 11/17/00
Fri 12/1/00
Fri 12/22/00
Fri 1/05/01
Fri 1/19/01
Fri 2/09/01
Fri 3/23/01
Fri 4/06/01
Fri 4/27/01
Fri 5/11/01
Fri 5/25/01
Fri 6/15/01
Thu 10/26/00
Thu 7/13/00
Thu 7/27/00
Thu 8/17/00
Thu 8/31/00
Thu 9/14/00
Thu 10/05/00
Thu 10/26/00

Thu 10/26/00

Step 3: Preferred Alternative

a) Selection of the preferred alternative
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The project sponsor in consultation with ODOT, determine the preferred alternative. The decision is
based on the accumulated data from al field studies, agency input, and public comments (if available).
The project purpose and need, design information and environmental resource datais entered on the
categorical exclusion form.

b) Completion of additional environmental studies

Conduct additional studies and coordination for the preferred aternative. These studies are
undertaken if necessary:

* A noise anaysis will be performed for the preferred alternative in accordance with ODOT noise
policy.

* A phase Il cultura resources survey (evauation for significance) is performed on properties
identified during the environmental scoping that may be impacted by the preferred alternative.

* A determination of applicability of Section 4(f), determination of applicability of programmatic
Section 4(f) or a Section 4(f) evaluation is prepared as outlined inthe FHWA Technical Advisory
T6640.8A for those lands covered by Section 4(f).

* As needed, the consultant will prepare additional information to complete 106 and 4(f)
coordination for cultural resources.  Typical studies include: 106/4(f) evauation,
documentation/data recovery plan, documentation for consultation/MOA, etc.

» A phasell ESA for sitesidentified during the environmental scoping that will be impacted by the
preferred alternative is conducted.

c) Additional public involvement as needed

This activity involves conducting any public involvement activity as appropriate. Depending on the
outcome(s) of the fidd study(s) completed during the environmental scoping step, further public
involvement activities could be necessary. Please reference section G, public involvement, pages 45
to 48, for more information.

d) Completion of the CE document

Information derived from these additional studies is entered on the CE form in the appropriate
sections.
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. Wetland delineation report

. ACOE 404 permit application

. OEPA 401 water quality certification
. Wetland mitigation plan

Gantt Chart Components of Step 3:

NOTE: Depending on the impacts of the preferred alternative additional items may be
necessary to complete environmental coordination. These items include:

STEP 3: PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
Public involvement
Determine impacts, prepare for and advertise meeting
Conduct meeting
Comment period
CE document
Complete CE document
Review, transmit to district/OES
Review
Revisions, re-submittal
Review, transmit to district/OES

TOTAL DAYS

Duration
31d
20d

1d
10d
60d
15d
10d
15d
10d
15d

91d

Start

Fri 12/14/01
Fri 12/14/01
Fri 1/11/02
Mon 1/14/02
Mon 4/08/02
Fri 3/08/02
Fri 3/29/02
Fri 4/12/02
Fri 5/03/02
Fri 5/17/02

Finish

Fri 1/25/02
Thu 1/10/02
Fri 1/11/02
Fri 1/25/02
Fri 7/19/02
Thu 3/28/02
Thu 4/11/02
Thu 5/02/02
Thu 5/16/02
Thu 5/30/02

Step 4: Approval of the Environmental Document

a) Submission of CE document for approval

Once dl sections of the CE document are complete and have been reviewed, the project sponsor
should submit the document to the appropriate office for approval. All CE documents must be
submitted to the District Environmental Coordinator (DEC) for approval. Fina signature approva
of the document will depend on what level CE was assigned to the project. A CE level 1 project is
approved by the DEC. CE level 1 documentsaretypically produced within the district environmental

office.

Three (3) copies of the CE level 2 document, completed by the project sponsors and/or consultants,
are submitted to the DEC. The DEC and the District Planning & Program Administrator have

signature approval of CE 2 projects.

Office of Environmental Services 22

August 8, 2000




Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

A CE leve 3document requiresapproval by the DEC, District Planning & Program Administrator and
the Office of Environmental Services (OES) Administrator. Four (4) copies of the CE level 3
document are submitted to the DEC. The DEC will then forward the document onto OES.

CE level 4 documents, once approved by the DEC and OES Administrator, are forwarded to FHWA
for find signature approval. Four (4) copies of the CE document are required. The Office of
Environmenta Services will forward the CE 4 to FHWA.

Project sponsors will receive a copy of the approved CE document from the DEC. OES maintains
records of all CE documents.

Environmental commitments, listed in section J of the CE form, must be forwarded onto the design
team once the document is approved. These commitments are important to the overal final design
and must be noted within the project plans and bidding documents.

Gantt Chart Components of Step 4:

STEP 4: APPROVAL OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL Duration Start Finish
DOCUMENT
CE document 16 d Fri 5/31/02 Thu 6/20/02
Review (transmit to FHWA if level 4) 15d Fri 5/31/02 Fri 6/21/02
Approval of CE 3 or 4 1d Fri 6/21/02 Fri 6/21/02
TOTAL DAYS 16d

Step 5: Final Design and Construction
a) Development of Mitigation plans (if needed)

Depending on the projects impacts to wetlands and or streams (jurisdictiona “waters of the U.S.”),
mitigation plans may be required. To the extent possible and based on agency correspondence,
mitigation plans should be devel oped to offset theloss of stream and/or wetland habitats. Appropriate
mitigation may include; wetland restoration, wetland creation, the purchase of mitigation creditsat an
approved wetland bank, restoration of degraded stream channels, riparian plantings and stream
conservation easements.
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b) Permit applications (if needed)

As needed, based on a permit determination, Section 404/401 Permits from the Army Corps of
Engineers and Ohio EPA may berequired. In addition, some projects may require U.S. Coast Guard
authorization.

Mitigation and permit applications are sometimes not finalized until later in the process.

¢) Final plan review for compliance with CE

Prior to PS&E submission, the District Environmental Coordinator will review the plans for
compliance with the CE document.

d) Review and acceptance of change ordersor other scope issues

Major change orders that involve environmental issues should be coordinated through the district
environmenta office.

e) Environmental mitigation monitoring and follow-up.

CATEGORICAL EXCLUS ON PREPARATION

Use of the CE form ensures a thorough consideration of issues with minima time and effort spent
writing when thereisminima or no involvement of resources. To achieve prompt and efficient review
and approval, include enough narrative to make the CE a “stand-alone document.” Even in those
instances where aresource is present, but there is no impact, be sure to provide enough information
in the remarks section for the reader to draw the same conclusion. The existence of supporting
documents or studiesfor the CE form must be noted in the specific section (the remarks section) with
a brief summary of the conclusions. Section 4(f) evaluations, concurrence letters from FHWA, or
404(b)(1) dternative analysis required for a project must be attached to the CE form for review and
approval of the CE. All Section 106 clearancelettersand agency coordination |etters must be attached
to the CE form before being approved. All other supporting documents should be summarized in the
remarks section on the CE form and the documents themselves placed in the project file.

The CE form hasbeen set upintwo parts. Part | includesoverall project description and identification
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information. Thispart also includes areasto describe project design criteria, roadway characteristics,
structures, anticipated design exceptions and sel ected maintenance and protection of traffic measures.
Although detail design information is not available at this stage of the categorical exclusion process,
any design assumptions that went into the formation of the project’s impacts must be discussed.
Engineering decisions should be made with consideration of environmental resources and the
environmental consequences of implementing those decisions. A thorough evaluation of resource
involvement cannot be efficiently performed without adequate engineering to produce adefined scope
of work. This includes reasonable expectations that can be adjusted later if the design parameters
change.

Completion of Part | should not only be useful project and designinformation, but it also will provide
information on design criteria and existing and proposed engineering parameters considered during
preparation of the CE.

Part 11 of the CE form isidentification and eval uation of impacts of the proposed action. It isbroken
down into sections by resource area. Each section provides a means to document the presence (or
absence) of that particular resource and space to describe the level of impacts expected to be caused
by the proposed action. These are sections included to describe anticipated public and agency
involvement, permits, consistency determinations, mitigation measures, and resources to be avoided
by aproject. The signature lines are located at the end of Part |1 on the CE form.

When impacts are noted, place an explanation in the remarks section following the subject area or
attach narrative to describe the anticipated impacts and quantify the impact based on context and
intengity. This also includes resources that are present within the study area, but are not directly
impacted by a project (rationale for why the resource will not be impacted). The remarks section
should contain an outline or diary of how the specific subject area was addressed.

Note any correspondence from agencies received and how their issues were resolved. Retain
associated data and study materials in a project file at the originating location. Provide a brief
discussion of avoidance, minimization, mitigation and enhancement for each resource impacted.
Sufficient engineering should be completed in the preliminary development phase to assess
environmental impacts, complete the public involvement requirements and to compl ete the CE form.
Any preliminary plans that are developed to identify the build alternative in the environmental
document should beincluded as an attachment or by reference. The preliminary plan should serve as
a basis to proceed with the final design and to evaluate the final plans when the environmental
consultation review isperformed. Public involvement isrequired on each project that requires ROW.

Re-evaluations
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Once a CE has been approved, a project and its accompanying CE must be re-evaluated before any
further approvalsare granted by the FHWA asdescribed in23 CFR 771.129 (c). Projects, which upon
reeval uation remain within the limits of the original CE approval, need no further NEPA coordination
with OES or FHWA. The environmental consultation form (Attachment 3) will be prepared by the
district prior to plan submission for final processing and prior to contract sale. Thisform determines
whether or not conditions of the project have changed and if the CE classification remains valid for
the action.

When potentialy significant changes have occurred, a re-evaluation document addressing the
significance of changesin the proposed action or environmental conditions as presented in each mgjor
section of the CE must be prepared. The CE form may be used to prepare the re-evaluation
document. When the CE form isused to prepare the re-evaluation document, the block at the bottom
of each page of the CE form should be labeled re-evaluation and dated.

The review, concurrence and approval process for a re-evaluation document is the same as required
for the approved CE.

I ncor porate Mitigation M easur esinto Design

During plan production, the mitigation measures included in the CE must be incorporated in the
project’s plans, specifications and estimates. The District Environmental Coordinator (DEC) will
provide an environmental commitment list to District Production. To assist with successful
communication and incorporation of the mitigation measures, the DEC will review commitment(s) at
various stages of plan preparation. The DEC must review thefinal design of the project and complete
the environmental consultation form prior to plan submittal to ODOT’ s central office.

When necessary, environmental personnel should meet with the design team to further discuss
mitigation measures. During any pre-construction meetings that take place for a project with an

approved CE, theDistrict Environmental Coordinator should discussany mitigation measuresincluded
in the project with the meeting attendees.

CE FORM - PART |
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General Project Identification, Description and Design I nfor mation

Following isan explanation of what detailed information should beincludedin part | of the categorical
exclusion form.

Notethat at the bottom of each page of the CE form is space to enter the date and type of CE. Enter
here whether the project isa CE level 2, 3, 4 or are-evaluation.

The level of detail needed in the project description, purpose and need, and alternatives discussion
sectionsof Part | of the CE form (Attachment 2) varies. Generally for routine projects, these sections
should be very brief. However, for other projects where the involvement of environmental and
engineering features is not effectively conveyed by the remainder of the CE form, more detailed
information is required to help the reader paint the mental image of the project.

Project Description

Describe in detail the scope of work for this project. Include a discussion on logical termini, when
applicable, and attach location map(s), including a United States Geological Survey (USGS)
guadranglemap for the project area, and other illustrationsto adequately describethe project. Discuss
any major issues associated with the project. Project location maps are required for any submittal.

Project Purpose and Need

Discuss the project’s purpose and need. The purpose and need is a written description of the
transportation problem or other need which the proposed project is intended to address. It will vary
with the scope of the proposed project.

A clear, well-justified purpose and need statement/section explains why the expenditure of fundsis
necessary and worthwhile. In addition, while environmental impacts can be expected with the
construction of a transportation project, the purpose and need section should justify the project’s
importance so that the decision maker and the public can weigh the merits of the project against the
impacts of the project and come to a logical conclusion on which alternative course of action to
pursue.

The project purpose and need drivesthe process for aternatives consideration, in-depth andysis and
ultimate selection. A well-justified purpose and need is vital to meeting the requirements of the

Office of Environmental Services 27 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

Executive Orders on Wetlands (E.O. 11990) and Flood Plains (E.O. 11988), Section 404(b)(1)
Guidelinesand Section 4(f). Without awell-defined, well-established and well-justified purpose and
need, it will be difficult to determine which alternatives are reasonable, prudent and practical.

Thetransportation planning process, whichincludesregional, subareaand corridor planning, can serve
asthe primary source of information for establishing the basic purpose and need as well as evaluating
dternatives. Planning also can estimate the benefits and costs associated with a proposed project
which can be used in the development of the project’s purpose and need.

Basic I ngredients of Purpose and Need:

The following is a list of items typicaly considered in the explanation of the need for a proposed
action. Itisby no meansall-inclusive or applicable in every situation and is intended only asaguide.

Project status - Briefly describe the project history including actions taken to date, other agencies
and government units involved, actions pending, schedules, etc.

System linkage- Isthe proposed project a“connecting link?’ How doesit fit in the transportation
system?

Capacity - Is the capacity of the present facility inadequate for the present traffic? Projected
traffic? What capacity is needed? What is the level(s) of service for existing and proposed
facilities.

Transportation demand - Including relationship to any statewide plan or adopted urban
transportation plan together with an explanation of the project’s traffic forecasts that are
substantially different from those estimates from the 23 U.S.C. (Section 134) planning process.

Legidation - Isthere afederal, state or local governmental mandate for the action.

Socia demandsor economic development - New employment, schools, land use plans, recreation,
etc. What projected economic devel opment/land use changesindicate the need to improve or add
to the highway capacity?

Modal interrelationships - How will the proposed facility interface with and serve to complement
airports, rail and port facilities, mass transit services, etc.?

Safety - Isthe proposed project necessary to correct an existing or potential safety hazard? Isthe
existing accident rate excessively high? Why? How will the proposed project improve it?

Roadway deficiencies- Isthe proposed project necessary to correct existing roadway deficiencies
(e.g. substandard geometric’s, load limits on structures, inadequate cross-section or high
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maintenance costs)? How will the proposed project improve it?

In summary, the purpose and need section of the NEPA document should lay out why the proposed
action, with itsinherent costs and environmental impacts, is being pursued. If properly described, it
will limit the range of alternativeswhich may be considered reasonable, prudent and practical. Further,
it demonstrates the problems that will result if the project is not implemented.

There arefive key pointsto remember relative to the purpose and need section inaNEPA document.
The purpose and need should:

* Justify why the improvement must be implemented,

» Establish logical termini and intermediate control points,

» Edablish the improvements independent utility and independent significance,

* Beascomprehensive and specific as possible; and,

» Bere-examined and updated as appropriate throughout the project devel opment process.

Design Criteriafor Project

List dl design criterianecessary for thisproject. Although detail designisusually not available at this
stage of aproject development, estimations on a project’s design criteria must be made as abasisto
weighthe project’ spotential impactsto theenvironment. Careful consideration to designyear average
daily traffic (ADT) should be made. Attach additional sheets as necessary to discuss how traffic
proj ections were made and what assumptions have been made.

Roadway Character

In the “proposed” column, list what criteria are expected to be implemented if the design is still
uncertain. If morethan oneroadway isimpacted, attach additional sheetsasnecessary. Thefollowing
iswhat level of detail is expected to be listed:

Number of lanes: Enter the number of lanes including turning, climbing and thru lanes.

Type of lanes. Enter the type of lanes planned (i.e., turning, climbing, passing, thru lanes.
Pavement, shoulder, median and sidewalk width: Enter the estimated width of each.

Be sure to include any changes between existing and proposed and make sure that this section is
consistent with the project’s purpose and need as stated earlier.

Design Criteria for Bridges
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Enter the structure file number (SFN), and its F(C() VSTEM suf
ficiency rating.

In the “proposed” column, list what criteria are expected to be implemented if the
designisgtill uncertain. If morethan one bridgeisimpacted, attach additional sheets
as necessary. Thefollowing iswhat level of detail is expected to be listed:

Enter the structuretype: (existing and proposed) box culvert, sngle span prestressed box beam, etc.

Enter any weight and height restrictions.
Enter the curb to curb and shoulder width.

M aintenance of Traffic During Construction

Discuss whether the project will utilize atemporary road, detour or closure during the construction.
If so, discuss what impacts are associated with the temporary road, detour or closure and assure that
provisions have been made to address any local concerns. When a project requires a detour, include
adescription and mapping of the detour route. Briefly describe the steps that will be taken to make
the public aware of the closing and detour. Examples might be radio and/or newspaper
announcements or public meetings.

CE FORM - PART 11

| nvolvement and Required Analyses of Resour ces Anticipated to be Impacted by the Project

For projects involving relocations, wetlands, substantial flood plain encroachments, historic sites,
archaeological sites, public recreation areas or public wildlife refuges, attach additiona information
in the form of approva letters, Section 4(f) evauations or concurrence letters from FHWA,
supplemental graphics or evidence of coordination. The use of color graphics is strongly

encouraged.

Any additional pagesthat need to beadded should be placed directly behind the section being
expanded. (example, if the remarks part of the wetlands section on the CE form, page5isin
need of more space, then the additional page should be 5a, etc.).

Section A - Ecological Resour ces

Office of Environmental Services 30 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

Streams, Rivers and Water cour ses

Identify if any streams are present and whether they will be impacted (i.e., work will occur below
ordinary highwater level). Also, indicate whether the stream isanational scenic river or astate wild,
scenic or recreational river, and if so, whether it will be impacted (i.e. work will occur within 1,000
feet of the stream). Identify the presence of and whether there will be impacts on any navigable
waterways (note whether commercial or noncommercial). Indicate the OEPA stream quality
designation, if available, (i.e. WWH [warm water habitat], EWH [exceptiona warm water habitat] or
CWH [cold water habitat]). Findly, state the type and nature of impact and give the name of the
impacted stream. Discuss what coordination has occurred and any design issues that are required.

If astream is present but no impacts are expected, state why there will be no impacts. If needed,
reference and attach additional sheetsfor discussion when stream work ismore extensive, and include
mapping and/or site plans, if available, to aid in interpretation.

Other Surface Waters

If other surface waters are present, indicate the type of water body and whether impacts will occur.
In the remarks section, name the water body if it has a name and indicate the type and area of impact.
Discuss the nature of the project’s impact and any issues relevant. If awater body is present in the
project area but no impacts are expected, state why there will be no impacts.

Wetlands

Indicate whether wetlands are present in the project areaand whether impactsare expected. Notethe
OEPA water quality designation of thewetlandsif available. Mark thelevel of wetland documentation
available and note the area of wetland impact.

In the remarks section, discuss the functions and values of any wetland impacted and measures
investigated or proposed to avoid, minimize and mitigate the impact. If wetlands are present, indicate
in the remarks section how the information was ascertained and by whom. Also discuss impacts to
any remaining wetlands from drainage or other highway related features. If wetlands are present in
the project area but no impacts are expected, state how such impacts are being avoided. Reference
and attach mapsto show the wetlands and their relationship to the project. Discussany sitesthat are
in close proximity to the project. If no wetlands are present, state how that determination was made
(i.e. mapping, field review, etc.), and state who (e.g. ODOT personnel, consultant or other agency
personnel) conducted the field review and when.

If wetlands will beimpacted but no individua wetland finding will be prepared by FHWA, theremarks
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section should state that the project is in compliance with the Wetland Finding for Federal Aid
Projects Covered under the Programmatic Categorical Exclusion Agreement signed by FHWA on
May 1, 2000. To demonstrate that the project is in compliance with the programmatic wetland
finding, the remarks sections must discuss the following points outlined in the programmatic wetland
finding:

1) Thedo nothing aternative is not practicable because: (a) it would not correct existing or
projected capacity deficiencies; (b) it would not correct existing safety hazards; (c) it would
not correct existing deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or (d) it would result
in seriousimpactsto the motoring public and the general welfare of the economy inthe area.

2)  Improvements that will not result in any wetland impacts are not practicable because such
avoidance would result in (a) substantial adverse community impacts to adjacent homes,
businesses or other improved properties; (b) substantially increased project cost; (c) unique
engineering, traffic, maintenanceor safety problems; (d) substantial adversesocial, economic
or environmental impacts; or (€) the project not meeting identified needs. Within this
discussion alternatives that would result in minor alignment shifts, use of minimum design
requirements, use of retaining walls and/or other structures or alternative designs shall be
assessed.

In addition, it must be documented that all practicable measures to minimize the wetland impact(s),
both within and outside of the highway right of way, have been fully considered and incorporated into
the project’s design. Minimization measures that are incorporated into the design shall be listed as
environmental commitments in the document. The use of appropriate erosion and sedimentation
control and other measures required by the current ODOT standard specifications and special
provisions shall be a standing ODOT commitment.

ODOQOT shal consider the mitigation of al wetland impacts and shall consider enhancement

opportunities when they exist. Project mitigation measures shall be listed as environmenta
commitments in the document.

Terrestrial Habitat

If habitat is present (i.e., the areaisnot totally paved or otherwise cleared of dl vegetation), indicate
thetype of vegetation present (e.g., matureforest, young forest, scrub shrub, old field, lawn, scattered
lawn trees, fence rows along cropland), whether it will be impacted and whether the habitat isunique
or of high qudity. If more specific information is needed to describe the habitat and discuss the
impacts, it should be provided in the remarks section.

Threatened and Endanger ed Species
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Indicatewhether the project iswithintheknown rangeof any federally-listed threatened or endangered
species and indicate which speciesin the remarks section. Also indicate whether any federal or state-
listed threatened or endangered specieswere found in the project area and whether they are expected
to be impacted. ldentify these species in the remarks section. If such species were found but no
impacts are expected, state why no impacts are expected. Also in the remarks section, refer to any
coordination withthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service which documentstheir review of the project with
respect to impacts on any federally-listed species which are present or could potentially be present in
the project area, based on known range. Attach coordination documentation. Discuss any avoidance
or minimization options that were looked at or still being considered.

Section B - Other Resour ces

Drinking Water Resour ces

Note the presence of public or private water supply wells within the construction impact area or in
close proximity to the project. Indicate the potential for impacts based on the type of work proposed
and thelocation of thewells. Noteresidentia wellsonly if wellswill bedirectly impacted by proposed
construction or within close proximity. Mapsdepicting private supply wellsmay be obtained fromthe
districts.

For public water supply wells, note if awellhead protection plan has been developed and note if the
project iswithin an established protection zone (usually based on 1 year or 5 year time of travel zone
for groundwater). This may require coordination with the local operator/owner per instructions in
OES sMarch 8, 1996 10C on wellhead protection. Any impacts or required measures to protect the
well(s) should be discussed in the remarks section or on an attached sheet.

For sole source aquifers, note if the project occurs over aclass 1 or class 2 portion of the aquifer. Be
aware that for projects qualifying as a categorical exclusion, no coordination or special analysisis
normally required for sole source aquifer issues. However, if the project involves activities which
could impact the aquifer a discussion should be provided. For example, involvement with a
contaminated Site over a portion of a sole source aquifer should be noted and may require special
coordination with USEPA. Sole source aquifers are located in Districts 1, 2, 5, 7 and 8. Mapping
showing the aguifer locations are available from these digtricts.

Flood Plains
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First, noteif the project islocated in aFederal Emergency Management Act (FEMA) designated flood
plain. If alongitudinal encroachment isinvolved, it ismandatory that adiscussion of the encroachment
justifying the need for the encroachment and discussing impacts to the beneficial and natural values
of the flood plain be attached. It isnot expected that projectsinvolving new, substantial longitudinal
encroachments on FEMA designated flood plains would normally qualify as a CE. Transverse
encroachmentsare expected for bridge projects over streams. If atransverse encroachment islocated
inaFEMA designated flood plain (see flood insurance maps), coordination with the local flood plain
coordinator will berequired during design phase to insure consistency with local flood plain planning.
Substantial impacts meaning projectsthat could alter FEM A mapping or have unresolved coordination
with agencies having jurisdiction cannot be processed as CEs.

Farmland
Active Agriculture Land-Agricultural District

Isthe land to beimpacted by the project actively farmed and/or in pasture? Isan agricultura district
asdefined in ORC 929.05 (Ohio’s Farmland Preservation Act) present inthe project areaand will the
project use land enrolled in an agricultural district? ROW within limitsin ORC 929.05 (A) -- Will the
project take 10 percent (%) or 10 acres (whichever isgreater) from any individua property within an
agricultura district?

Documentation

If any new ROW isrequired, one of two types of documentationisrequired to satisfy the requirements
of the Federal Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) of 1981 and ODOT’s memorandum of
understanding with FHWA and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Indicate
whether either the FPPA project screening sheet or the farmland conversion impact rating (A D-1006)
form is attached. If the site within the ORC is applicable, then discuss in the remarks and attach
coordination from the Ohio Department of Agriculture.

Include the area of land from each property enrolled in an agricultural district and the total size of the

property and discuss the project’ s impacts to the farming operations in the remarks section. Discuss
any options that were explored to reduce the impact to farmland or framing operations.

Section C - Section 4(f) Resour ces (See also Section D, Cultural Res))
(re: 49 USC, Section 1653(f))

Office of Environmental Services 34 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

A level 2 CE project may require a determination of applicability of Section 4(f) for temporary
occupancy of small amounts of a Section 4(f) resource. Obtaining this determination requires OES
coordination with FHWA to get their concurrence that Section 4(f) is not applicable. When this
coordination iscompleted, the date of FHWA'’s concurrence must be included inthe remarks section
and FHWA'’s concurrence letter attached to the document.

A level 3 CE project may includeimpacts or usethat fal within the bounds of a programmatic Section
4(f) agreement. For thislevel project, the DEC should submit a separate determination of applicability
of programmatic Section 4(f) to the appropriate section of OES for FHWA coordination and
concurrence before the CE is submitted. FHWA has a 30-day turnaround. The CE cannot be
approved until OES receives FHWA's concurrence. After FHWA has concurred, the date of
concurrence must be noted in the remarks section and the concurrence | etter attached to the CE form.

A level 4 CE project may includeareas of effect that require adetermination of applicability of Section
4(f), a determination of applicability of programmatic Section 4(f) and/or a full Section 4(f)
Evauation. For this level project, the Section 4(f) documentation should be attached to the CE
document and sent to FHWA for concurrence.

Parks and Other Recreational L and

Discusswhether publicly-owned parksor other recreational land, including public school playgrounds,
athleticfieldsor bikewaysare present within the project study area. Indicate how thisinformationwas
obtained, when and by whom. For example: “Did the District environmental staff do a literature
search?’ “A ditevisit?” “Did the consultant do aliterature search?’ “When wasthe literature search
done?’ Indicate whether therecreational facility isnational, state or local, whether it will beimpacted
(i.e., permanent or temporary ROW will be required) and whether or not Section 4(f) applies. If
Section 4(f) does not apply, explain why not or reference FHWA'’s determination of applicability
concurrence. |If Section 4(f) applies, discuss whether the necessary documentation is afull Section
4(f) evauation or a programmatic 4(f). Also discuss and attach the appropriate coordination
correspondence from the agency having jurisdiction over the park or recreationa land. Discuss the
resource importance to the coordination and how the impact may be mitigated.

Indicate whether the project will entail a Section 6(f) involvement. For projectsusing land from asite
purchased or improved with fundsunder the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act, the Federal Aid
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in Fish Restoration Act, the Federa Aid and Wildlife Act, or smilar laws. Coordination with the
appropriate federal agency is required to ascertain the agency’s position on the land conversion or
transfer. Finally, indicate the type of recreationa facility (if other than a park), and in the remarks
section, give the name of the park or recreational facility affected. If such afacility is present but no
impacts are expected, state why there will be no impacts. Reference and attach any mapping and/or
plan sheets necessary to show the location of any of the above areas relative to the project. If there
are no Section 4(f) issues within the study area, discuss how this was verified (i.e. field review,
reviewed local mapping, etc.). State who (e.g. ODOT personnel, consultant or other agency
personnel) conducted the field review and when.

Natural and Wildlife Areas

Discuss any publicly-owned natural areas or wildlife areas present in the project area. |If present,
indicate the type of area, whether it will be impacted (i.e., permanent or temporary ROW will be
required), the type of 4(f) involvement, and whether a 6(f) involvement is present (see Parks &
Recreation instructions). In the remarks section, give the name of any natural or wildlife areas and
discussthe area’ s importance to the public, its resource, and how the project will/will not jeopardize
itscontinued use. Reference and attach any mapping and/or plan sheetsnecessary to show thelocation
of any of the above areas relative to the project. If there are no Section 4(f) issues within the study
area, discuss how thiswas verified (i.e. field review, reviewed local mapping, etc.). State who (e.g.
ODQT personnel, consultant or other agency personnel) conducted the field review and when.

Section D - Cultural Resources

Date of Literature Review @% —&&

Contact OES for the date that the literature reviews was conducted. If a literature search is not
required, the line should be marked N/A.

Cultural Resources

Based on information provided in the literature review or the appropriate cultural resources report,
if no cultural resourcesareidentified, check “ not present” asappropriate. If “not present” ischecked,
discuss how this conclusion was made in the remarks section.

Based on the signed coordination letter(s) with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), which
will be attached to this document, and if cultural resources have been identified as present, check the
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appropriate resource area. If an*“éeligible resource and/or listed resource present” has been identified
as present, check the appropriate box in that column. Note: The literature review and the phase |
cultural resources report will also identify any known listed resource. (“listed” meanstheresourceis
listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). “eligible” means the resource has been
determined to be eligible for listing in the NRHP).

Cultural resource eval uations made by OES under any cultural resource programmatic agreementsdo
not require SHPO coordination. Assuch, the date of the |OC from OESto thedistrict should belisted
as the date of cultural resources clearance. The 1OC should be attached and applicability of the
programmatic agreement discussed under the remarks section as the basis for clearance.

L evel of Effects

The signed coordination letter(s) with the SHPO will indicate the level of effects. Check the
appropriate box for each resource identified.

For bridgeslisted on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), any bridgelisted in or digible
for the NRHP will be discussed in the project coordination letters with SHPO. In addition, contact
OES- historic bridge coordinator for the most current listing of historic or potentialy historic bridges.
A “reserve pool” bridge is a structure that is potentially digible for listing in the NRHP. A
determination of eligibility isrequired prior to any removal of a*“reserve pool” bridge.

Section 4(f) Evaluation (re: 49 USC, Section 1653(f))
(Pleaserefer to introduction to Section C - 4(f) resour ces, page 34)

Discuss whether there is a use (through fee simple acquisition, permanent easement, temporary
easement, work agreement, or constructive use) of land of a historic site of national, state or local
significance as determined by the federa, state, or loca officials having jurisdiction. Discussif there
isno prudent or feasible aternative to using that land and if the project includes al possible planning
to minimizeharmto the historic siteresulting from the use. Unlike parks, recreation areas, etc., public
ownership of the historic site is not required. The rule on whether Section 4(f) applies to a historic
gte is that the site must be on or eigible for listing in the National Register of Historic places.
Regardless of whether the Section 106 coordination resultsin adetermination of “Historic properties
affected,” no adverse effect, or “adverse effect” on the eligible or listed NRHP historic site, Section
4(f) documentation must be prepared. This will be a full Section 4(f) documentation, one of the
nationwide programmeatic Section 4(f) documents, or adetermination of applicability of Section 4(f).
Completion of Section 106 requirements does not complete Section 4(f). Section 106 must come to
closure first so that the determination can be made regarding use under Section 4(f).

Cultural Resource Documents
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Check dl appropriate boxes to show which documents were produced for a project. If there is
documentation for consultation/MOA, check if it isfor an “adverse effect” determination or a “no
adverse effect” determination. (Note: a no adverse effect determination will require documentation
for consultation but not an MOA.) The signed project coordination with the SHPO will contain this
information.  (Note: The ODOT cultural resources reporting requirements and the OHPO
Archaeology Guidelines(1994) explain what isexpected to beincluded inthevariouslevelsof cultural
resource survey reports.)

Remarks

Discuss any siteswithin the study area and the project’ simpactsto them. Discuss options considered
to minimize harm and potential mitigation or enhancement options. Discuss what coordination
occurred and what were the results of any cultural resource studies or why nonewererequired. Read
the SHPO coordination letters and OES coordination 1OC’ s carefully to be certain you understand
what has been cleared. Sometimes there are multiple clearance letters for a single project. For
example, there could be a letter from SHPO clearing history/architecture only and another letter
clearing only archaeology. All SHPO clearancelettersand OES clearance | OC’ smust be attached and
the dates noted on the appropriate lines. Reference any attached letters/| OC’ s of coordination.

Section E - Air Quality & Noise
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Conformity -

Conformity is away to ensure that federal funding and approval are given
to those transportation activities that are consistent with air quality goals.
It ensures that these transportation activities do not worsen air quality or
interfere with the ‘purpose’ of the SIP, which is to meet the NAAQS
(National Ambient Air Quality Standards).

The responsibility of conformity falls upon the area metropolitan planning
organization (MPO) and the U.S. DOT. These agencies must ensure that

the transportation plan and program within the metropolitan planning boundaries conform to the state
implementation plan (SIP). In metropolitan areas, the policy board of each MPO must formally make
aconformity determination onitstransportation plan and transportation improvement plan (T1P) prior
to submitting themto the U.S. DOT for review and approval. Conformity determinationsfor projects
outside of these boundaries arethe responsibility of the U.S. DOT and the project sponsor, usualy the
state DOT. Verification of project conformity for the approved TIP for both MPO and non-M PO
projectsis published and lists of qualifying projectsin each Ohio MPO areaare on filein the office of
planning, OES and the local MPO office. Project status is addressed in each MPO approved TIP as
“exempt” or “analyzed”, meaning that the project was included in the conformity analysis for the
current year.
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A project that does not meet the conformity requirements cannot be funded by FHWA or ODOT. The
following isalist of projects that are typically exempt from conformity analyss:

Safety
Railroad/Highway Crossing Hazardous »  Skid treatments
Elimination Program » Safety roadside rest areas
Safer Non-Federal-Aid System roads * Adding medians

Shoulder improvements

Increasing sight distance Safety Improvement
Program

Traffic control devices and operating
assistance warning devices other than
signalization projects

Guardrail, median barriers, crash cushions
Railroad/Highway Crossing warning devices
Pavement resurfacing and/or rehab
Pavement marking demo’s

Emergency rdief (23 USC 125)

Fencing

Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized
area

Lighting improvements

Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing
roadways

Emergency truck pullovers

Bridges (no additional traffic lanes)

Other

Specific activities which do not involve or lead
directly to construction such as:
- Planning and technical studies,
- Grants for training and research programs
- Planning activities conducted pursuant to
Titles 23 and 49 USC,
- Federal-aid systems revisions
Engineering to assess social, economic, and
environmental affects of the proposed action or
alternativesto that action
Noise attenuation
Advance land acquisitions (23 CFR Part 712
or 23 CFR Part 771)
Plantings, landscaping, etc.
Sign removal
Directional and informational signs

Transportation enhancement activities (except
rehabilitation and operation of historic
transportation buildings, structures and
facilities)

Repair of damage from natural disaster, civil
unrest, or terrorist acts, except projects
involving substantial functional, locational or
capacity changes

Air Quality

Continuation of ride-sharing and van-pooling
promotion activities at current levels
Bicycle and pedestrian facilities
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Project Level Impacts

A gquantitative carbon monoxide(CO) anaysisisrequired for those projectsthat exceed ODOT/OEPA
agreement criteria. CAL3QHC isthe current Air Quality Computer Program approved by OEPA for
guantitative carbon monoxide analysis.

National Air Quality Standards are asfollows:
CO (Carbon Monoxide):

* 9 parts per million (ppm) average over an 8-hour period
» 35 ppm average over a 1-hour period

Ozone:
e 0.12 ppm 1-hour annual average

SOV Capacity Adding Projectsin Non-attainment TMAS

A transportation management area (TMA) is a metropolitan planning area with a population of
200,000 or greater.

In accordance with 23 U.S.C. 134, the planning processes in dl TMAS must establish and maintain
a congestion management system (CMS). In non-attainment TMAS (for carbon monoxide and/or
ozone), federal funds may not be programmed for any highway project that will result in a significant
increase in single-occupant-vehicle (SOV) capacity unless the project is drawn from the approved
congestion management system maintained by the MPO.

CM Sor traffic congestion management system (TCM S) isasystematic processto provideinformation
on transportation system performance and aternative strategies to alleviate congestion and enhance
the mobility of persons and goods. A CMS includes methods to monitor and eval uate performance,
identify alternative actions, assess and implement cost-effective actions and eval uate the effectiveness
of implemented actions. Consideration must be given to strategies that reduce SOV travel and
improve existing transportation system efficiency.

For aSOV capacity adding project, quantitative confirmation must be obtained from the M PO through
their CMS that travel demand reduction strategies such as car pooling, van pooling and parking
management; and operational management strategi essuch asintersection and roadway widening, HOV
lanes, and intelligent vehicle-highway system techniques, cannot fully satisfy the need for additional
capacity inthe corridor and additional SOV capacity isthe only viable strategy to mitigate congestion.
Inthiscase, the CM S shouldidentify al reasonable strategiesto managethe SOV facility inthe future.
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Noise

If the project involves the addition of one or more through lanes, a significant change in vehicle mix
or speed, a significant change in vertical or horizontal aignment, involves new roadways or
substantially changes the shielding effect of existing roadways, then a noise analysis is warranted,
provided there are noise sensitive land uses in the project area (see table 5, activity category B, page
8 of 23 CFR 772). Procedures for a noise analysis should follow the FHWA guidance issued June
1995 and the ODOT Traffic Noise Policy, dated July 1997. Alternative abatement measures aslisted
in 23 CFR 772 should be addressed in every analysis that discusses noise abatement. The terms
reasonable and feasible (with respect to noise abatement) are discussed inthe FHWA guidance, pages
50-55. Reasonableness for Ohio is defined in the ODOT Traffic Noise Policy, page 6 of 11.

Section F - Community | mpacts

These impacts show effects of transportation actions on a community and its quality of life. The
information gained from assessing community impactsisused continuously to provide documentation
of current and anticipated social impactsin ageographic areawith and without the action. Assessment
of community impacts identifies effectsto people, mobility, safety, employment, relocation, isolation
and other possible community issues. Community impacts should be identified as soon asthe project
areais defined.

When community impacts are identified, they must be analyzed to determine consequences of the
transportation action, then estimate the impacts. Identify solutions to address adverse impacts.
Techniques include avoidance, minimization, mitigation, and enhancement.

Develop agood publicinvolvement program to help devel op project alternatives. Public involvement

isanintegral element in addressing al community impacts. All community impacts must be addressed
in the environmental document.

Regional and Community Growth

Identify if the project areaisincluded in any comprehensive plans. If so, discuss the existing land use
and how/if the proposed project will affect the expected use. Address any impacts, whether positive
or negative, that will affect growth of the area sresidential or commercia base. Consider any patterns
of development and time frame for the development. Indicate what the impacts might be. Look at
the socia history and how the project will affect futureimpacts, quality of life, isolation issues and any
overall changes in the community.
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With the information generated from the above discussion, the next item of concern is addressing
secondary or cumulativeimpacts. Research the study areato determinewhether or not thereareareas
where secondary impacts could occur. Environmental resources located within these areas should be
documented and discussed asto their impact or potential future impact. Overall cumulative impacts
should also be addressed in this section.

Public Facilities and Services

Identify any impacts to health, educational or public service facilities. Determine what effect the
project could have on public utilities, fire, police, emergency services, religiousingtitutions, pedestrian
and bicycle facilities. Emergency service providers should be contacted for emergency routes and
travel timesor possibleresponse delays. Public transit impacts and school bus routes (including pick-
up points) should be disclosed in the document and coordinated with the proper authorities. All
documentation should be summarized and included in the environmental document.

Community and Neighbor hood | mpacts

Discuss the project scope and how it could affect community or neighborhoods within the study area.
| dentify any possible right-of-way takes, relocations and displacement of public facilities/ community
centers that could affect the overall community within the study area. Address whether or not the
project would affect neighborhood cohesion. Include ways to minimize harm, and any enhancement
or mitigation options.

» Avoidance - Change an alignment so that there are no displacements. Redesign aroad segment
as an underpass to avoid cutting off access to a community facility.

* Minimization - Reroute or shift a highway segment to reduce displacements. Phase the project to
minimize impedance to business access during peak shopping periods. Alter an aignment to
increase the distance between the facility and residences to minimize noise impacts. Limit
interchanges to minimize incompatible land-use devel opment.

» Mitigation - Set aside land for a park or add to public recreation areas to replace lost facilities.
Provide a bicycle/pedestrian overpass or underpass to provide access to public facilities. Erect
sound barriers to mitigate noise to surrounding communities.

» Enhancement - Provide a proper marker to recognize specific cultural or historical resources.
Develop bicycletrailsor parks adjacent to roadways, or plant trees, or install benches. Add public
artwork or facade to atransportation facility to match the aesthetic design goals of acommunity.
There are many optionsfor enhancement el ements, and it should be consistent with local planning.

Environmental Justice

Office of Environmental Services 43 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

Definitions

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-
Income Populations, was signed by President Clinton on February 11, 1994 and published in the
February 16, 1994 Federal Register, Vol. 59, No. 32. This order focuses federal attention on the
environmental and human health condition in minority and low-income communities. It promotes
nondiscrimination in federa programs affecting human health and the environment, and provides
minority and low-income communities accessto publicinformation and an opportunity to participate
in matters relating to the environment.

1. Minority as defined in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, includes the four (4) minority
groups as African-American, Hispanic, Asan-American, and Native-American. Also, under Title
V1, the law is required to ensure that no person on the ground of race, color or national originis
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.

2. Disproportionately high and adver se effect is defined as a high and adverse effect that (1) is
predominately borne by a minority population and/or a low-income population, or (2) is
appreciably more severe or greater in magnitude than the adverse effect that will be suffered by
the non-minority and/or non-low income population.

3. Lowincomeisdefined by theU.S. Department of Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines.
The guidelines change every year.

Purpose of Environmental Justice:

Thepurpose of environmental justiceisto identify and address, asappropriate, disproportionately high
and adverse human health or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations.
Environmenta justiceisadeliberate disclosure of impacts. Meaningful public involvement and access
to publicinformation throughout the transportati on decision-making areimportant in determining and
addressing environmental justiceissues. Environmental justiceisto be reported in all environmental
documents.

The concept of environmental justice has evolved out of the below listed federal laws and was
formalized under the Presidential Executive Order No. 12898.

* Nationa Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

» Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title V1)

* Uniform Relocation Assistance & Real Property Policies Act of 1970(URA)
* Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA)

Addressing Environmental Justice
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Environmental justice isto be addressed in the environmental document, research of the project area
for any minority or low-income communities must be conducted. When preparing a categorical
exclusion, environmental justice issues can often be determined by consulting the stakeholdersin the
community the project is located. County human services, the Ohio Data Users Center, Ohio
Department of Development, regional planning organizations and libraries have local census
informationto aidinidentifying minority or low-income popul ations. Coordinateinformation gathering
with local officials.

If minority or low-income populations are within the study area and an impact occurs, the
environmental documentation needs to demonstrate there are no disproportionately high adverse
human health or environmenta effects on these populations. If a potentially adverse impact occurs
to these populations, the documentation has to demonstrate a substantial need for the project, based
on overal public interest (this would be addressed in the purpose and need statement and in the
environmental justice portion for the given document). The documentation and the overall process
must be coordinated with the public.

Disclose possible mitigation, avoidance or minimization options to reduce the overall impacts and
include these populations in the development process. Address al comments to the fullest extent
possible in the documentation. Use substantive comments from the public that could affect the
conclusion reached in the environmental documentation.

If animpact occurs, it would need to be identified and addressed in the environmental justice section
under community impacts in the environmental document. When a CE level 4 isindicated and there
are more than eight (8) relocations, or morethan 20 acres of ROW acquisitions, environmental justice
impacts must be documented on the CE form.

For CE levels 1, 2 or three, the documentation can be properly addressed by marking the “no” box in
thissection. Thecriteriafor CE levels4 would require consideration of the af orementioned guidance.
ODOT has consulted with FHWA to determine that the guidance for CE levels 1, 2 or three would
not have significant impacts due to the level and would not indicate disproportionately high and
adverse human hedth or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations.
Environmentd justiceisto be considered in planning, programming and public involvement activities,
and reported whenimpactsare significant. If any environmental justiceissueswould arisethrough any
public involvement, those issues would need to be addressed properly in the document regardless of
the level.

Displacement of People, Businesses or Farms

Discuss the number of residential, commercial, farms or institutions directly impacted. Address any
aternativesthat were considered to reduce the impactsto properties. Include any changesthat would
cause an increase or decrease of property values and/or the local tax base.

Discuss the content of the impact by disclosing how the displacement will impact the community as
awhole. Thesetypesof impacts must be disclosed. Discussways used to avoid or reduce the impact

Office of Environmental Services 45 August 8, 2000



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook

and ways to mitigate if impacts occur.
For example: One take out of 50 may not be amagjor issue. However, if that onetake is

the genera store that serves the whole community, the context and intensity of the impact
may require a higher level of review and approval.

Public Controversy on Environmental Grounds

Document any public controversy on environmental grounds. Document who isinvolved and, what
the controversy was, how it was received and how it has been resolved or addressed. The project
can proceed when al public controversy has been addressed and disclosed to the public and review
agencies.

Section G - Public I nvolvement

Public involvement coordination is necessary for any projects. As early as possible during the
processing of a CE project, the district should provide mapping that identify potential parcels that
could be impacted by a specific project to the regional real estate office. The regiona real estate
office can assist by suppling the district with an accurate list of names and addresses of residents. A
letter describing the project and potential impacts should be sent to residents impacted by a project.

Decision making must focus on the community of individuas, groups of persons and government
agencies affected by, interested in or legaly required to review planning and development of
transportation facilities. Include in the document what public involvement activities occurred (if
none, document why it was not necessary to be included).

With the approval of the process, public coordination will be required for any project that requires
ROW acquisition. Asearly as possible during the processing of a CE document, the district should
provide mapping that identifies potential parcels that could be impacted by a specific project to the
regional real estate office. Theregiona real estate office will supply the district with an accurate list
of names and addresses of property ownersto be notified. This coordination could be assmple as
aletter describing the project and potential impacts to the owner’s parcel to afull public meeting.

The public is the community of al its citizens. The public may be involved with various levels of
government. The public may also be leadersor participantsin social enterprises, resident and non-
resident property owners, resident renters, and part-time residents such as students and visitors. All
have astakeincommunity life, particularly in protection of the cultural, natural and historical heritage
and modern amenitiesincluding transportation facilities. Itisextremely important that transportation
agencies be aware of their relationships with the public.

Early in the process, public involvement might begin with news releases and newdletters, advising
the public ontransportation proposals. Astransportation plansand projectsare devel oped, the public
should be informed of the progress and invited to comment. Public comments assist in identifying
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and evaluating aternatives for mitigation of adverse impacts and shaping proposals to meet
community needs.

Informality isemphasized in public involvement to encourage an exchange of information. Soliciting
public involvement cultivates public trust and confidence in the transportation agency. It helps the
public better understand project decision-making under constraints of law, funding and political

policy.

A community consensus on transportation proposal sisbest ascertained by local government officials,
MPOs and other planning agencies. These sources should, and generally must, be consulted as part
of public involvement. ODOT and MPOs begin determining consensus in early phases of planning
aswell asin preliminary development of projects. Task forces and study teams consult with local
governments, planning agencies and the public for guidance and development of transportation
proposals. As new alternatives, and issues surface, the involvement process must be redesigned to
be included.

Another form of public involvement isa public hearing which provides the formal record for public
involvement whenrequired by law. Thehearingisalegal proceeding. Commentsarewelcomed from
the public, government officials and agencies.

Documentation of the hearing isused in preparation of thefina environmental document. Inthe case
of afederal-aid project, hearing documentation and the environmental document are submitted for
review and concurrence by FHWA.

Notices for public meetings, public hearings and availability of environmental documents, solicit for
comments to assist in transportation decision-making.

Documentation of Public I nvolvement

Proper documentation is extremely important to project staff, government agencies and the public.
Proper documentation provides ahistory, arecord of actionstaken, significant actions not taken and
therationale for each decision. With sufficient detail on evaluation and decisions, anyone should be
able to reconstruct descriptions of transportation plans, projects, programs or activities. Such
information describes innovative solutions, provides a basis for reconsidering challenged decisions,
for making subsequent decisionsand for updating new participantsinthe process. Therecord aswell
as the project should be amodel for future reference.

All levels of government are affected by transportation decisions. Depending upon the scope and

significance, plans or project proposals and transportation decisions require consideration by the
appropriate local, regional, state and national interests.

Public Officials M eetings

Document meetings with locals, agencies and other community contacts (i.e., news releases,
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newsdl ettersand meeting notes). Document who attended, who wasinvited, how commentsaregoing
to be addressed.

Public M eetings

Document any official public meeting, include sign-in sheet(s), a discussion of
who attended, any handouts provided for the meeting, what issues were
discussed or comments and how they were addressed. Public meetings can also
include block meetings, street meetings or even going door-to-door to discuss
the project. All coordination needs to be fully documented and summarized in the environmental
document.

Public Hearing

Document whether there was a public hearing, date of hearing and date of public notice
(advertisement), and a copy of the legal notice published. Discusswhat information was distributed
at the hearing, sign-in sheet(s), and summarize who was in attendance. The documentation must
include a summary of the comments and how they were addressed.

Special Purpose M eetings

Specia purpose meetings include meetings on specific subject areas (i.e., noise barriers, mitigation
areas, etc.). Document these meetings to the same level as a public meeting. Document any local
specia community meetingsthat pertain to discussion regarding the project. These canincludeloca
government meetings where the project was a topic of discussion.

Other Information Dissemination Activities

Note any specid publications developed for the project or notification by other media. Summarize
or print for copy web page with project information accessibleto the public. Add acopy of any flyer
used through the process. Summarizein paragraph formany other typeof publicinvolvement activity
used.

Section H - Hazardous M aterials
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Environmental studies known as environmental site assessments (ESA) are conducted to determine
if the project will involve hazardous materials. ESAs must conform with ODOT’ s Environmental
Assessment Guidelinesissued September 1, 1999. The ESA processisastaged-study that determines
if a property is contaminated with hazardous substances and/or petroleum products. If a
contaminated property is identified then avoidance, minimization or mitigation must be considered.

To complete the CE form, check the box(s) (screening, phasel ESA, phasell ESA, remedia design)
of the studies which have been completed and accepted by OES. Check the appropriate box under
impacts. If hazardous materials are not present in the project area, check the “N” box (no). If,
hazardous materials are present and being impacted, check the “Y” box (yes).

Explain in the remarks section what hazardous materials were found within the study area and any
impacts the hazardous materials will have on the project. A discussion of what environmental
commitments are necessary (construction plan note ) should also bein the remarks. 1f complicated
hazardous materia issues exist (such as an OEPA voluntary action program (VAP) or remedia
investigation (RI) /feasibility study (FS) situation), then remedial design will be necessary to manage
or remediate the contaminated zone. Attach additional pages as necessary.

Section | - Permits Checklist

If aproject includes work within awater of the United States, a U.S. Corps of Engineers permit is
required. In most caseswork accomplished by ODOT can be authorized under anationwide permit.
A preconstruction notification to the Corps may berequired for projectsauthorized under nationwide
permits.

Projects which include more extensive work within the waters of the United States that cannot be
authorized by a nationwide permit will require an Individual 404 permit from the U.S. Corps of
Engineers and a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the Ohio Environmental Protection

Agency.

When project work is authorized under a 404 Permit and/or a 401 Water Quality Certification, the
permit and/or certification will be made part of the contract plans as specia provisions.

Certain projectsthat disturb large areas require an Nationa Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit. Thispermitishandled during design in accordance with procedures devel oped by
ODOT’ s office of structural engineering.

A Coast Guard section 9 permit is required for bridges or other projects affecting commercially
navigable waters of the United States.

Wetland or stream mitigation may be required for projects impacting those resources. Frequently
these requirements are conditions of the 404 permit and/or the 401 water quality certification. Post
construction monitoring and annual reporting may beapart of the requirementsfor stream or wetland
mitigation.
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ODNR scenic river approva is the fina sign-off on the plans by ODNR which is the “director’s
approval” required by the state scenic river statute. This only appliesin unincorporated areas.

If a project impacts waters of the U.S. within the lake Erie costal management area, a project
consistency letter may be required from ODNR. (The consistency letter cannot be coordinated
w/ODNR until all necessary permits are obtained.)

When filling out the CE form, if a permit determination has been made by OES, add the type of
permit and the date of the determination to the “ other permit box” (remarks section) and include
the permit determination as an attachment .

Section J - Environmental Commitments and Resour ces
To Be Avoided

Environmental commitments are promises that are made to an agency in return for the agency’s
approval of the project.

Prior to committing to any mitigation efforts, the DEC should coordinate with district production and
construction personnel to assure constructibility. Failureto follow through with these commitments
could result in the revocation of the NEPA document approval by FHWA, federal funding and/or
revocation of the permit by the Army Corps of Engineers.

The environmental commitments section of the categorical exclusion form must include any
commitments to avoid, protect or mitigate impacts. Summarize commitments made in agreements
such as memorandums of agreement (MOA), permits, etc. Include descriptions of any creative
methodsfor mitigation of impact. Thesemight include, but not limited to, fencing of wildflower areas
or identified archaeological sites. Include any agency correspondence requesting specia
consideration of impacts or protection of sensitive areas during construction.

The DEC should summarize the commitments outlined in the CE and provide a copy to district
production personnel and to appropriate district construction personnel at or before aproject’s pre-

construction meeting. The DEC alsoisresponsiblefor coordinating and tracking these commitments
through design, construction and maintenance.

Section K - Concurrence

On the CE form, fill in what level the CE is (level 2, 3 or 4) and the item no. (listed in table 2).
Concurrence and approval for CE submission are as follows:
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CElevel 1.  Centra officeor FHWA involvement isnot required for CE level 1. Thislevel of CE
should be signed by the preparer and approved by the DEC. Please refer to attachment 1 for the 2-
page form (supplementa project information form) used for CE level 1 documents. The CE and
project fileswill be held by the district office.

CE level 2. CElevel 2 will not require involvement from central office or FHWA. Thisleve of
CE should be signed by the preparer and approved by the District Environmental Coordinator and
the Planning and Program Administrator. The CE and project fileswill be held by the district office.

CElevel 3. CE levd 3 projects can be approved by the administrator or one of the assistant
administrators of the Office of Environmenta Services. They will not usualy require involvement
from FHWA. This level of CE should be signed by the preparer, the District Environmental
Coordinator and the Planning and Program Administrator. If a hard copy of the CE is being
prepared, send the district four (4) copies of the CE form with the same number of attachments
(documents). If the CE form is being sent electronically, send the documents through the mail to
OES with an 10C describing the documents. When possible, scan attachments and send
electronically.

CE level 4:  Projects with level 4 impacts will require coordination with OES and approval by
FHWA. Before being forwarded to FHWA for approval, thislevel of CE should be signed by the
preparer, the District Environmental Coordinator, the Planning & Program Administrator and the
Office of Environmental Services. If a hard copy of the CE is prepared, send the district six (6)
copies of the CE form with the same number of attachments (documents). If the CE form is being
sent electronicaly, send the documents through the mail to OES with an 10C describing the
documents. When possible, scan attachments and send electronically.
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CE Leve 1 Form

Supplemental Project | nformation

Attachment 1

11
SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT INFORMATION Date
CELEVEL 1
County, Route, Section PID#
Funding Project Length Estimated

Cost




Termini

Type Improvement

Est. Traffic Data Y ear ADT % Trucks Operating Speed
Present Day
Design Year (Build)
Exist. Facility: Pav't Width No. Lanes R/W Width
Prop. Facility: Pav't Width No. Lanes R/W Width
Traffic Maint.( Detour, etc) Part Width Runaround
No Possible Comments

Facility on New L ocation

Facility on Modified Alignment

Added Thru Traffic Lanes

Revised or Modified Access

Work Extends Beyond Existing R/W Limits

Major R/W Take Required

Major Adverse Impact on Adjacent Properties

Substantial Disruption in Local Traffic Pattern

Stream I nvolvement:

Wetland I nvolvement

Flood Plain I nvolvement

Cultural Resour ce | nvolvement

(Archeological/Hist.)

Recreational Facility I nvolvement (4(f)/6(f))

Existing Bridge Involvement: | Yes No (If Yes, fill in below)
Bridge Category Code Work Structure File Number
Category

Traffic/ Construction Noise Analysis Recommendations

Additional Noise Analysisrequired.

The proposal is determined to be unrelated to increased traffic/construction noise and no
further documentation isrequired to comply with any Federal Requirements.

1.2

Coordination or Studies

Yes

No

Comments

Ecological Studies

Wetland Studies




Fish & Wildlife Coordination

Flood Hazard Evaluation

Social/Economic Studies

Historic/Prehistoric Coordination

Section 4 (f) Involvement

Public I nvolvement

Hazardous Waste Studies

Farmland Coordination

Other (Sole Source Aquifer, etc.)

CE Type Recommendations

CE 1 - No further environmental documentation required.

It ishereby determined that the subject project meetsthecriteriafor CE Level 1in accordancewith theMay
1, 2000 Programmatic CE Agreement. Thisactionsdoesnot: induce significant impactsto planned growth
or land usefor the area; requiretherelocation of significant numbers of people; have a significant impact
on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic, or other resource; involve significant air, noise, or water
quality impacts; havesignificantimpactson travel patterns; or otherwise, either individually or cumulatively,
have any significant environmental impacts and do not require the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment or an Environmental | mpact Statement.

CE 2 - Categorical Exclusion Form required.

CE 3 - Categorical Exclusion Form required.

CE 4 -Categorical Exclusion Form required.

EA- Environmental Assessment.

ElS Environmental Impact Statement.

Prepared By:

(Name) Date
Programming of
Project:

District Environmental Coordinator Date
CELevd 1
Approval:

District Environmental Coordinator Date
Rev. 6/23/00

1.3



CE Levels2,3& 4 Form
Attachment 2

2.1
Ohio Department of Transportation




County Route Section PID SJIN

CATEGORICAL ExcLUSION DOCUMENT
or
ScoPING FOrM for EA/EIS PROJECTS

Part | - General Project Identification, Description, and Design Information

Sponsor of the Project:

Local Name of the Facility:
ODOT District:

Program: Funding Source(s): I:l federal I:l state I:l local I:l private

[| Project Description: (I

County and Township:

Municipality:

Limits of Proposed Work:

Start / End: /
Total Work Length: km ( mi.)
As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation



County Route Section PID

SJIN

[ Purpose and Need for the Project:

[l Alternatives:

As completed, this page is part of:

Ohio Department of Transportation

Date:




County Route

Section

PID SJIN

[l Design Criteria for the Project:

Functional Classification:

| | Urban |:| Rural

Current ADT:
DHV:

vpd

km/
h

Pavement Width: m

Median Width: m

Designed Speed:

Urban
Level

Setting:

Topography:

(

(19220 )

Trucks,

mph)

ft.)
ft.)

Suburban
Rolling

vpd (20 )

Design Year ADT:

Posted Speed: km/h ( mph)

Shoulder Width: m ( ft.)

Rural

Mountainous

[l Roadway Character:

Number of Lanes:

Existing

Type of Lanes:

Pavement Width:
Shoulder Width:
Median Width:
Sidewalk Width:

3 3 3 3

~ A~ o~~~

ft)
ft)
ft)
ft)

Proposed

ft)
ft)
ft)
ft)

3 3 3 3

[l Design Criteria for Bridges:

Structure File Number(s):

Sufficiency Rating:

Bridge Type:

Existing

Proposed

Number of Spans:

Weight Restrictions:
Height Restrictions:
Curb to Curb Width:
Shoulder Width:

Under Clearance:

As completed, this page is part of:

3 3 3 3

~ A~ A~~~

ton)
ft)
ft)
ft)
ft)

ton)
ft)
ft)
ft)
ft)

~ AN A~~~

3 3 3 3

Date:




Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID

SJIN

[ Maintenance of Traffic During Construction:

Is a temporary bridge proposed?
Is a temporary roadway proposed?
Will the project involve the use of a detour or require a ramp closure?
Provisions will be made for access by local traffic and so posted.
Provisions will be made for through-traffic dependent businesses.
Provisions will be made to accommodate any local special events or festivals.
Will the proposed MOT substantially change the environmental consequences of the action?*
Is there substantial controversy associated with the proposed method for MOT?

Remarks

[l Estimated Project Costs and Schedule:

Engineering: $ Right-of-Way:  $ Construction:

Anticipated Start Date of Construction:

As completed, this page is part of: Date:

$




Ohio Department of Transportation
County Route Section PID SJIN

Part Il - Identification and Evaluation of Impacts of the Proposed Action

[ Section A — Ecological Resources

Presence Impacts
Y N * Y *k*k N *%

Streams, Rivers, & Watercourses

National Scenic River

State Wild, Scenic or Recreational River

Navigable Waterways

Commercial

Non-Commercial
OEPA Stream Use Designation (e.g. WWH):

Remarks:

Other Surface Waters *
Reservoirs

Lakes

Farm Ponds

Detention Basins

Storm Water Management Facilities
Other:

Remarks:

*If the resource is not present, the remainder of this subject section will not be completed.
**|f the resource is present but no impacts are anticipated, the reason why is described under Remarks.
***Any impacts, mitigation, and agency coordination are described under Remarks and coordination letters are attached.

As completed, this page is part of: Date:




Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJN

Wetlands Y *** N **

Y N *
OEPA Wetland Category:
Wetlands

Size of area impacted: hectare(s) ( acre)

Documentation

Wetland Determination

Wetland Delineation Report
Individual Wetland Finding
Mitigation Plan

Remarks:

Terrestrial Habitat |:| |:|

Vegetation/Type:

Unique or High Quality | | | |

Remarks:

Threatened and Endangered Species

Within known range of any federal species?

Federal species found in project area?

State species found in project area?

Remarks:

*If the resource is not present, the remainder of this subject section will not be completed.

**|f the resource is present but no impacts are anticipated, the reason why is described under Remarks.

***Any impacts, mitigation, and agency coordination are described under Remarks and coordination letters are attached.
**|f “N0o”, see remarks section for details about how this determination was made.



As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID

SJIN

[ Section B — Other Resources

Presence Impacts
Y N * Y

Drinking Water Resources *

Sole Source Aquifer

Well Head Protection Area

Community/Non-Community Wells

Residential Wells

Surface Water Protection Area

Drinking Water Reservoirs

Remarks:

Flood Plains *

Longitudinal Encroachment

Transverse Encroachment

Is the project located in a regulated flood plain?

Remarks:

Farmland
Active Agricultural Lands
Agricultural District
Project in compliance with ORC 929.05(A)
FPPA Project Screening Sheet
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form

Remarks:

*If the resource is not present, the remainder of this subject section will not be completed.



As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJIN

|| Section C — Section 4(f) Resources (also see Section E - Cultural Resources)

Presence Impacts
Y N * Y *k*k N *%
Parks & Other Recreational Land il
National
State
Local

Section 4(f) Applicability
Section 4(f) Evaluation

Programmatic Section 4(f)

Section 6(f) Involvement

Other (school, state/national forest, bikeway, etc.):

Natural & Wildlife Areas

Federal

National Wildlife Refuge

National Natural Landmark
State

State Wildlife Area

State Natural Preserve
Section 4(f) Applicability
Section 4(f) Evaluation
Programmatic Section 4(f)

Section 6(f) Involvement

Remarks:

*If the resource is not present, the remainder of this subject section will not be completed.
**|f the resource is present but no impacts are anticipated, the reason why is described under Remarks.

***Any impacts, mitigation, and agency coordination are described under Remarks and coordination letters are attached.

***|f “N0o”, see remarks section for details about how this determination was made.



As completed, this page is part of:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route

Section

PID

Date:

SJIN

[ Section D — Cultural Resources

Results of Research

No Resource
Present

Eligible and/or
Listed Resource
Present

Prehistoric Archaeology

Historic Archaeology

History/Architecture

NRHP Buildings/Sites

NRHP Districts

NRHP Bridges

Documentation

OES Literature Review

OES Phase | Memo to File

Phase | Short Report

Phase | Cultural Resources Survey Report
Phase | History/Architecture Survey Report
Phase | Archaeology Survey Report

Phase Il Cultural Resources Survey Report
Phase Il History/Architecture Survey Report
Phase Il Archaeology Survey Report
Phase Il Archaeology Data Recovery
Documentation for Consultation/MOA
HABS/HAER Documentation

Section 4(f) Evaluation

Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation

Level of Effects

No Historic No
Properties Adverse Adverse
Affected Effect Effect

SHPO/OES/FHWA Approval Dates:

FHWA Date:

FHWA Date:

Remarks:




Date:
As completed, this page is part of:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJIN
[ Section E — Air Quality & Noise |
Air Quality Y N

Conformity Status of the Project

Is the project in an air quality non-attainment or maintenance area?

Is this project in the STIP?

Is this project in the most current MPO air quality conforming TIP?
If NO, is this project exempt from conformity analysis?

Project-Level Analysis and Impacts
Has the project scope changed substantially since the conformity analysis?
If YES, will this change require a reevaluation of the MPO TIP conformity?

Ohio EPA/ODOT agreement states that a quantitative CO analysis is recommended for the following projects: 1)
Modified existing projects that cause an increase in Average Daily Traffic (ADT) of more than 10,000 vehicles
between project completion and ten years hence; 2) Projects on new r/w that cause an increase of more than 20,000
ADT in the same amount of time.

Is a CO analysis required? (if “Yes”, the analysis is attached) I:l |:|
Number and types of air quality sensitive receptors: Quantity Type

If there are no sensitive receptors, the remainder of this section is not applicable.
Will the project move the travel lanes closer to the receptors?
Will the project increase the traffic volume of the highway?
Will the project cause any National Air Quality Standard to be exceeded?
If YES, which one will be exceeded? Ozone |:| PM-10 |:| co ||

SOV Capacity-Adding Projects in Non-attainment TMAs
Will the project add capacity to a highway for single-occupant vehicles, by a lane addition I:l |:|
of a mile of more, which is located in a non-attainment Transportation Management Area?
If “YES”, the SOV must be drawn from the approved MPO Congestion Management System
program and coordinated with FHWA prior to concurrence and approval of the CE.

Noise Y N

Is a noise analysis required in accordance with FHWA regulations and ODOT'’s statewide noise I:l |:|
abatement policy of July 24, 199772

If YES, is a design year noise impact predicted?

If YES, have all noise attenuation measures been considered, consistent with the policy?
If NO, explain why not:

Is noise attenuation found to be reasonable and feasible? |:| |:|

Remarks:

Will the project move the travel lanes closer to the receptors?
Will the project warrant consideration for noise abatement?
Noise Analysis Survey attached?




As completed, this page is part of: Date:
Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJIN

[ Section F — Community Impacts |

Regional & Community Growth Y N
Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts on planned growth, land use or development I:l |:|
development patterns for the area?

Remarks:

Will the proposed action result in reasonably foreseeable secondary or cumulative impacts? |:| |:|

Remarks:

Public Facilities & Services

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts on health and educational facilities, public I:l |:|
utilities, fire, police, emergency services, religious institutions, public transportation or pedestrian and bicycle

facilities?

Remarks:

Community & Neighborhood Factors
Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to community cohesion?
Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to local tax base or property values?

Remarks:




As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJIN

Environmental Justice (Presidential Executive Order 12898)

For CE levels 2 and 3 (under 8 relocations or under 8 hectares [20 acres] of ROW acquisitions):

[ -
[ 0=

During public involvement activities, were Environmental Justice issues raised?

Remarks:

For CE level 4 (over 8 relocations or over 8 hectares [20 acres] of ROW acquisitions): I:l |:|
Identify any minority and low-income populations within the study area and discuss any adverse human
health or environmental effects: (See guidance in the CE Handbook)

Remarks:

[ Real Estate and Utility Involvement: I

Displacement of People, Businesses or Farms Y N
Will the proposed action displace people, businesses or farms? |:| |:|
Number of displacements: Residences: Businesses: Farms: Institutions:

Will the project result in substantial impacts to economic activity, including employment gains or losses? |:| |:|
Has Utility Coordination been conducted? Yes: No: Discuss in Remarks Section.

Number of parcels to be acquired for temporary ROW:

Number of parcels to be acquired for permanent ROW:
Approximate area of temporary right-of-way needed: hectare(s) ( acre)
Approximate area of permanent right-of-way needed: hectare(s) ( acre)

Approximate number of relocations needed:




Remarks:

As completed, this page is part of: Date:
Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJN

[Section G — Public Involvement |

Meetings with Public Officials:

Public Meetings:

Public Hearing:

Special Purpose Meetings (noise barriers, etc.)

Other information / activities:

Public Controversy on Environmental Grounds Y N

Will the project involve substantial controversy concerning community and/or natural resource impacts? |:| |:|



Remarks:

As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID

SJIN

[ Section H — Hazardous Materials & Regulated Substances

Do any circumstances exist that may have an effect on, or be affected by the project?
Documentation

Y N

Screening / Preliminary Site Assessment Checklist

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment

Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment

Design for Remediation

Impacts/Effects

Remarks:

|| Section | — Permits Checklist

Required Not Required

Army Corps of Engineers (404/10) Permit
Individual *
Nationwide
Pre-Construction Notification

OEPA
Individual 401 Water Quality Certification *
NPDES Storm Water

Coast Guard Section 9

Wetland or Stream Mitigation

ODNR Scenic River Approval

Flood Plain Permit




Remarks:

*If required, a discussion of alternatives in accordance with OEPA 401 applications and 404 B1, is attached.

As completed, this page is part of: Date:

Ohio Department of Transportation

County Route Section PID SJIN

Section J — Environmental Commitments Made & Resources to be Avoided

Section K — Concurrence |

It is hereby determined that the subject meets the criteria for CE in accordance with the May 1, 2000 Programmatic Categorical
Exclusion Agreement between ODOT and FHWA. This action does not: induce significant impacts to planned growth or land
use for the area; require the relocation of significant numbers of people; have a significant impact on any natural, cultural,
recreational, historic, or other resource; involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts: have significantimpacts on travel

patterns; or otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant impacts and do not require the preparation of
an Environmental Assessment or an Environment Impact Statement.

As supported by information contained in this Categorical Exclusion Document, this project qualifies for a

CE Level , Item Number , in accordance with the Programmatic Categorical Exclusion
Agreement, between ODOT and FHWA, dated May 1, 2000.



Name and Organization of Preparer Date

District Environmental Coordinator Date District Planning & Programs Administrator Date
FHWA Date Office of Environ. Services Administrator Date
Date:

As completed, this page is part of:

Environmental Consultation Form
Attachment 3




3.1
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTATION FORM

Plan Submittal Date to Project Coordination:

Project Funding (NHS, STP, State, or other): $

Type of Env. Doc. Approval (CEC, FONSI, ROD, or EXEMPT?): Approval Date:

If EXEMPT, do not complete rest of form.
*EXEMPT from environmental documentation per the programmatic categorical exclusion agreement between FHWA
and ODOT.

If CE, Type or Level If CE is an Al or Level 1 AND if funding is non-federal, do not complete

rest of form unless a ACOE 404/OEPA 401 permit is required. In that case complete items related to permits only.

Last date of FHWA authorization for EIS (Final Design, R/W):
If EIS, has there been more than 3 years between major approvals? YES NO

If YES, provide approval date of written reevaluation:

Environmental Commitments Disposition




8.

If list is larger, attach. If commitments are not included in contract, explain.

3.2




Corps of Engineers Type: Date of Approval:
Permit

Was an OEPA Section 401 Water Quality Certification required? YES NO
If YES, date of approval:

Note - If a ACOE Permit and/or a OEPA Water Quality Certification was required, these permits must be incorporated
into the plans as Special Provisions prior to plan submittal to Project Coordination.

Is Hazardous Material Plan note required? YES NO
If YES, the final plan note must be included in Plans prior to submittal to Project Coordination.

Is project contained in STIP? YES NO
If NO, date of submittal:

Was Public Hearing required? YES NO Date Held:

Have changes taken places, such as development, controversy, regulatory changes, etc. that would cause impacts not
previously included in the approved NEPA Document? YES NO
If YES, include date of approval of NEPA documentation for newly impacted areas

After reviewing the current status of this project, the Department considers that the NEPA Document remains valid. In our
review, we have confirmed that there have been no changes to the proposed action, including its scope or location, which
would result in environmental impacts not considered in the NEPA document or reevaluation, and that there is no new
information or circumstances relevant to environmental concerns, and bearing on the proposed action or its impacts, which

would result in substantial environmental impact not considered in the NEPA Document or the reevaluation.

Prepared by: Date:

Approved by: Date:

c: Horace Gilmore, Payroll & Federal Accounting - Dist. File

Revision Date: 10-03-98 (consult2.wpd)



3.3

Glossary
Attachment 4
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4.1

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
A

Advisory Council for Historic Preservation (ACHP) - Anindependent federal agency responsible
for thefederal review processto ensurethat cultural resourcesare considered during federal project
planning and implementation.

Affected Environment - The physica features, land, area or areas to be influenced, affected or
created by a transportation improvement under consideration; also includes various social and
environmental factors and conditions pertinent to an area.

Agency Coordination - Refersto the process whereby the Department of Transportation contacts,
consults and maintains communication with various public and environmental resource agencies,
affording such agencies an opportunity to review and comment upon specific transportation
proposals.

Agreements (Programmatic) - Agreement between agencies designed to accomplish al agency
goals, including timely and efficient coordination. Establishment of aprocedurethat will reducethe
paperwork and processing time for certain federal actions with minor impacts on the human and
natural environment and effectivecommunication, whilereducing paperwork and time commitments
for dl involved agencies.

Alternative - One of a number of specific transportation improvement proposals, alignments,
options, design choices, etc. in astudy. Following detailled analysis, one improvement alternative
is chosen for implementation.

Approving Authority - The individual or agency who approves a categorical exclusion.

Archaeological Investigations - Studies of prehistoric and historic locaes which provide
understanding of past human behavior, culture change, and related topics through scientific and
scholarly techniques such as literature research, excavation, analysis and interpretation.

AverageDaily Traffic (ADT) - the average number of vehiclesthat pass a point each day averaged
over a specified period of time.

C

Capacity - The maximum number of vehicles (average daily traffic, or ADT) that can reasonably be
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expected to pass over alane of roadway during a given time period under prevailing roadway and
traffic conditions.

4.2
Categorical Exclusion (CE) - A classification given to federally aided or 100 percent state funded
projects or actions that do not have a significant effect on the environment either individually or
cumulatively. Once a categorical exclusion is approved for a project, environmental clearance
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act have been satisfied.

Categorical Exclusion Confirmation (CEC) - The environmental documentation prepared to
demonstrate there will be no significant environmental impacts on aproject and, therefore, approval
of a categorical exclusion for the project is appropriate.

CEQ Regulations - Directives issued by the Federa Council on Environmental Qudity (40 CFR
1500-1508) that govern the development and issuance of environmental policy and procedures for
federal aid actionsby public agencies. Theregulations contain definitions, spell out applicability and
responsibilities, and mandate certain processes and proceduresto befollowed by state agenciesthat
administer federally funded programs.

Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAAS) - Federa legidation passed in 1990 to change both federal
and state approaches to regulating air quality; mandating programs to curb acid rain, urban air
pollution, and toxic air emissions. The CAAA’scall for emission reduction measuresin air quality
nonattainment areas, including the consideration of transportation control measures (TCMs) aspart
of transportation improvement projects. Projects in nonattainment areas may not increase the
number of vehicle milestraveled (VMTS); the number of cars on the roadways must be reduced by
encouraging drivers to use mass transit, ridesharing, and car pooling.

Comprehensive Plan - The general, inclusive long-range statement of the future development of
acommunity. The planistypically amap accompanied by description and supplemented by policy
statements that direct future capital improvementsin an area.

Conceptual Mitigation - Theearly, generalized identification of design, operational or construction
measures that would minimize or avoid anticipated adverse environmental consequences.

Conformity - The U.S. Clean Air Act stipulates that any approved transportation project, plan, or

program must conform to the State Implementation Plan (SIP), a document which prescribes
procedures for the implementation, maintenance and enforcement of primary and secondary
pollutants.

Constraints- Morecommonly described as* environmental features’. Significant resources, facilities
or other features of a study area located in or adjacent to an existing or proposed transportation
corridor that serve to restrain, restrict, or prevent the ready implementation of proposed
transportation improvements in a given area; may include natural or physical resources, important
structures, manner of payment and various administrative requirements which must be met.
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Consultant - Anindividual, partnership or firmwith qualified expertisein engineering, environmental
or public involvement disciplines who is contracted by the originating office to provide technical
services.

4.3

Consultant Agreement - A binding legal agreement between the Department and an individual,
partnership, or firmfor the procurement of engineering, environmental, construction inspection, or
other services; typically includes a scope of work, required staffing, schedules, manner of payment
and various administrative requirements which must be met.

Contract Documents- Written material and engineering datarequired to put ahighway construction
project under contract, including: proposals, agreements, plans, specifications, estimates, and other
information pertaining to the manner and method of furnishing materials and performing the work
under binding agreement.

Cooperating Agency - As defined in the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for
Implementing the Procedural Provisionsof NEPA, “any organization other than alead agency which
hasjurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to any environmental impactinvolvedin...[a]
major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment.” CEQ emphasizes
that agency cooperation should begin early in the NEPA process.

Cumulative Impact - The sum of al direct, indirect and secondary impacts resulting from a
transportation improvement project.

D

Design Approval - Anadministrative action taken by either the Ohio Department of Transportation
or by the Division Office of the Federal Highway Administration at the conclusion of the Preliminary
Design Phase to officialy certify the route location and major design features of a highway.

Design Criteria - Established state and national standards and procedures that guide the
establishment of roadway layouts, alignments, geometry, and dimensions for specified types of
highwaysin certain defined conditions. Theprincipal design criteriafor highwaysaretraffic volume,
design speed, the physical characteristics of vehicles, the classfication of vehicles, and the
percentage of various vehicle classification types that use the highway.

Design Exception - An approval issued by astate or federal agency to permit certain deviation from
a specified, accepted design criteria granted on the basis of a report explaining the need for the
exception and the consequences that will result from the action.

Design Manual - ODOT publication defining criteria, processes and procedures for the eva uation,
assessment, engineering design and development of highway and bridge projects.

Deter mination of Effect - A finding made by the Department for federal actions, inconsultation with
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the State Historic Preservation Officer (and the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation), which
determines whether a proposed project affects a property included on or digible for the National
Register of Historic Places.

4.4
Determination of Eligibility - The process of assembling documentation to render professional
evaluation of the historical significance of a property. The Department, in consultation with the
State Historic Preservation Officer gpplies National Register of Historic Places criteria when
deciding matters of historical significance.

Direct Effects - Influences or occurrences caused by a given action and occurring at the sametime
as the action. Changes in noise levels, traffic volumes or visua conditions are some examples of
direct effects generated by transportation improvements.

District Environmental Coordinator - see Environmental Coordinator definition.

District Office - One of twelve Ohio Department of Transportation field offices throughout Ohio

responsible for administering project development, design, construction and maintenance activities
within their geographic regions.

E

Ecological Survey Report - A report summarizing the ecological field studies done to inventory
ecological resources and product impacts of various project aternatives. Procedures and
requirements are set forth in ODOT’ s Ecological Manual.

Emergency Relief (ER) Program - Thisisintended to aid States in repairing road facilities which
have suffered widespread serious damage resulting from a natural disaster over a wide area or
serious damage from a catastrophic failure.

Environmental - In ascientific context, acombination of external or extrinsic conditions present in
nature. In a planning context, a category of anaytical studies of aesthetic values, ecological
resources, cultural resources, sociological and economic conditions, etc.

Environmental Assessment - A document prepared for an action where the significance of the
environmental impact is not clearly established.

Environmental Classification - An internal determination as to which type of environmental
documentation is appropriate for federal actions and 100 percent state funded projects. At the
beginning of the Transportation Development Process, projects are systematically grouped into
classes based on knowledge of the significance of the environmental effects. For federal actions:
Class | projects require Environmental Impact Statements, Class Il projects are Categorical
Exclusions, and Class |11 projects require Environmental Assessments.
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Environmental Coordinator - A professiona in each of the Department’ s twelve district offices
(DEC) involved in overseeing and coordinating District efforts related to environmental issues,
operations and evaluations.

4.5
Environmental Document Re-evaluation - An update to an existing document prepared whenever
changes occur over time to single or cumulative project conditions that might cause new or more
severeenvironmental impactsor to evaluate aproject with respect to new or changed environmental
rules, regulations or laws.

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) - The detalled statement required by the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 when an agency proposes afedera action that significantly affects
the environment.

Environmental Justice - Effortsto avoid disproportionately high and adverse impacts on minority
and low-income populations with respect to human health and the environment. Reference -
Executive Order 12898.

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) - Anenvironmenta study conducted to assess the potential
for contamination of aproperty or parcel with hazardous substances. The processby which aperson
or entity seeksto determineif aparticular parcel of real property (including improvements) has been
impacted by hazardous substances and/or petroleum products.

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan - A detailled plan developed to minimize accelerated
erosion and prevent sedimentation damage.

F

Farmland - Asdefined by the Farmland Protection Policy Act, “farmland” means prime or unique
farmlands as defined in Section 1540(c)(1) of the Act or farmland that is determined by the
appropriate state or local governmental agency or agencies with concurrence of the Secretary of
Agriculture to be farmland of statewide or local importance. Such land may include more than
actual cropland (i.e., it may include fallow or abandoned cropland, grazing land and forested land).
It does not include land already in or committed to urban development or water storage, thereby
excluding developed land with a density of 30 structures per 40-acre area; lands identified as
“urbanized area” (UA) on the U.S. Census Bureau Map; lands shown as urban area (i.e. mapped
with that “tint overprint”) on USGS topographic maps; lands shown as “urban-built-up” on the
USDA Important Farmland Maps (available only for a few counties in Ohio); and al assessment
criteria on the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form.

Farmland Conversion Impact Rating (FCIR) Form - Form AD-1006 of the U.S. Natural
Resources Conservation Service, used for determining whether land to be taken by a federally-
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funded project is farmland subject to the Farmland Protection Policy Act.

Farmland Project Screening Sheet - A form developed by ODOT and FHWA to determinewhether
preparation of the FCIR form isrequired for a federally-funded project.

4.6
Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) of 1981 - A federal law requiring federal agencies to
consider the adverse effects of federal programs on farmland preservation, consider alternative
actions, and as appropriate, consider mitigation that could lessen adverse effects.

Feasibility Study - Refers to systematic evaluations to better assess the desirability or practicality
of further developing a proposed action. Such studies are typically performed during the planning
stage, or very early in the preliminary development phase when improvement proposals or design
concepts need to be more fully investigated.

Federal Action - A highway or transit project proposed for FHWA or FTA funding. It alsoincludes
actions such asjoint and multiple use permits, other federa permitsand approvals, changesin access
control, etc., which may or may not involve a commitment of Federal funds.

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) - Anagency of the U.S. Department of Transportation
responsible for carrying out federal highway and transportation mandates through a network of
severa regiona offices and a Division Office in each state.

Field Review - A site visit conducted by the Department to gather or verify data, define scopes of
work, perform analyses, and make decisions for specific projects.

Final Design - The development of detailed working drawings, specifications, and estimates for
transportation projects. Final Design follows the receipt of necessary design and/or environmental
approval, and it includes right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation, and contract advertisement and
award.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) - A document by a Federa agency briefly presenting
the reasons why an action/project will not have a significant effect on the human environment and
for which an environment impact statement will not be prepared. 1t shall include the environmental
assessment or asummary of it and shall note any other environmental documentsrelated to it (CFR
1501.7(a)(5)). If the assessment isincluded, the finding need not repeat any of the discussionin the
assessment but may incorporate it by reference (40 CFR - 1508.3).

G

Geometric Design - Pertains to those engineering activities involving standards and procedures for
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establishing the horizontal and vertical alignment and dimensionsof slopesof ahighway. It includes
engineering work involved with proportioning thevisibleelementsof afacility, tailoring the highway
to the terrain, the controls of environmental and land space usage, and the requirements of the
highway user, individually and collectively.

4.7
H

Hardship Acquisition and Protective Buying - In extraordinary cases or emergency situations,
the State Highway Department may request and the Federal Highway Administrator may approve
Federal participationinthe acquisition of aparticular parcel or alimited number of particular parcels
within the limits of a proposed highway corridor prior to completion of processing of the final
environmental impact statement or adoption of the negative declaration, but only after 1) the State
Highway Department has given official notice to the public that it has selected a particular location
to be the preferred or recommended alignment for a proposed highway, or 2) a public hearing has
been held or an opportunity for such a hearing has been afforded. Proper documentation must be
submitted to show that the acquisition is in the public interest and is necessary to 1) alleviate
particular hardship to a property owner, on hisrequest, in contrast to others because of an inability
to sdl his property, and/or 2) prevent imminent devel opment and increased costs of a parcel which
would tend to limit the choice of highway alternatives.

Hazardous Substances - As defined in the Nationa Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution
Contingency Plan, 40 CFR 300.5.

Headwaters - Headwaters means non-tidal rivers, streams, and their lakes and impoundments,
including adjacent wetlands, that are part of a surface tributary system to an interstate or navigable
water of the U.S. upstream of the point on the river or stream at which the average annua flow is
less than five cubic feet per second. The U.S. Corps of Engineers may estimate this point from
availabledataby using the mean annual area precipitation, areadrainage basin maps, andtheaverage
runoff coefficient, or by smilar means. For streams that are dry for long periods of the year, the
Corps may establish the point where headwaters begin as that point on the stream where a flow of
five cubic feet per second is equaled or exceeded 50 percent of thetime. 33 CFR - 330.2(d).

In Ohio, the mean annual flow can be determined through use of the simplified
regression equation presented on page 23 in Peter Anttila's publication A Proposed
Sreamflow Data Program for Ohio (USGS, 1970). The use of this formula for
determining the headwater status of astream was approved by |etter dated March 1978
from the Huntington District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineersacting aslead District for
the State of Ohio.
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Historical/Architecturelnvestigations- Studiesthat result inidentification of resources (buildings,
structures and sites) constructed over fifty years ago or of recent construction and demonstrably
significant based on National Register of Historic Places guidelines, via literature research, photo
documentation, analysis, and interpretation.

4.8
Human Environment - Human environment shall be interpreted comprehensively to include the
natural and physica environment and the relationship of people with that environment. This means
that economic or socia effects are not intended by themselves to require preparation of an
environmental impact statement. When an environmental impact statement i s prepared and economic
or social and natural or physical environmental effectsareinterrelated, then the environmental impact
statement will discuss all of these effects on the human environment. 40 CFR - 1508.14.

Identification of Alternatives - The Department’s engineering and environmental evaluations, in
which the Department identifiesand chooses an initid set of study aternativesthat addressthe stated
program objectives and the project need, and which are sensitive to the resources and land uses of
a study area. The process involves a wide variety of possible options, assessing the merits and
drawbacks, and choosing those that should be carried forward. Alternativesto be studied normally
include the No-Build or no-action alternative, an upgrading of the existing roadway alternative, new
transportation routes and locations, transportation systems management strategies, multi-modal
aternatives if warranted, and any combination of the above.

Impacts - Positive or negative effects upon the natural or human environment resulting from
transportation projects.

Indirect Effects - Impacts that can be expected to result from a given action that occurs later intime
or further removed in distance; for example, induced changesto land use patterns, popul ation density
or growth rate.

I nter ested Community - A compilation of the names and addresses of persons or groups affected by
or interested in a specific transportation project. This information is gathered and maintained by
Department officials or LPAs during the course of transportation project studies.

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) - Signed in 1991, this federal
legidation (Public Law 102-240) established the policy of developing an economic, efficient, and
environmentally sound national transportation system. To further this goal, ISTEA conceives
transportati on enhancement activitiesand requires transportation policy to advance the objectives of
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regional and metropolitan planning by considering the “overall social, economic, energy and
environmental effects’ of improvement projects.

J

Joint Development - The conception, planning and execution of improvements in the uses of land
outside the normal right-of-way.

4.9
Jurisdictional Deter mination (JD) - A site survey or document review performed by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to officialy determine whether or not a given parcel of land is subject to
regulation as waters of the United States, and if so, the extent of thearea. Thisisgenerally applied
to wetlands, but may aso be used to determine jurisdictional issues with respect to headwater
streams, ditches and similar aress.

K

Keeper of the National Register (Keeper) - The official responsible for the administration of the
National Register within the National Park Service. One duty of the Keeper isto provide a formal
determination of digibility on cultural resources submitted when there is disagreement between the
federal agency and the State Historic Preservation Officer.

L

Lead Agency - A state or federal agency taking primary responsibility for preparing an engineering
or environmental document.

L egal Notice- A forma announcement or finding per ORC published according to legal requirements
by ODOT or aLocal Project Sponsor Agency inaperiodica or newspaper to provide officia public
notice of an action or approval of interest to the public.

Level of Service(LOS) - A commonly used indicator of ahighway’sperformance. Levelsof service
rangefrom A, which indicates unrestricted free flow conditions, to F which indicates high congestion
and generally restricted operating speeds.

L ocal Project Agency (L PA) - Any other stateagency, local political subdivision, board, commission,
or other governmental entity identified under paragraph C of Section 5501.03 of the Ohio Revised
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Code as being digible for assuming the administrative responsibilities for ODOT improvement
projects.

L PA Project - Any highway improvement project or enhancement project that is funded primarily
with moniesfrom the Federal Highway Administration as are made availablethrough the Department
and matched with local resources.

Location Map - A graphic drawing used in study reports and meeting presentations to show the

orientation and the relationship of the project with its study area in comparison with existing
roadways, features, developments, municipalities, and principal land uses nearby. The graphic
typically will be large enough to show al maor roadways, major cities, and principal topographic
controlsin the region.

4.10
Logical Termini - Connecting points with known features (land uses, economic areas, population
concentrations, cross route locations, etc.) at either end of a proposed transportation route that
enhance good planning and which serve to make the route usable. Logical termini are considered
rational end points for a transportation improvement.

M

Mapping - A plan surface with graphic or photographic representation of land or water depicting the
study area for a project. Existing alignments, aternatives, engineering design features, and
environmental constraints are plotted on various types of mapping. Photogrammetric (aerial)
mapping assists in resource identification and studies. Topographic (base) mapping provides a
foundation in alignment layout. Property tax maps, and traffic data maps also are consulted in the
transportation devel opment process. Thetype and scale of mapping are sel ected to fit the terrain and
land use intensity of the study area as well asthe level of detail in the proposed design.

Metropolitan Planning Organization (M PO) -The organization designated by the governor and
loca elected officials as responsible, together with the state, for transportation planning in an
urbanized area. It serves asthe forum for cooperative decision making by principal elected officials
of general local government.

Mitigation M easur es- Specific design commitments made during the environmenta evaluation and
study process that serve to moderate or lessen impacts deriving from the proposed action. These
measure, right-of-way improvements and agreements with resource or other agencies to affect
construction or post-construction action.

Mitigation includes:

- Reducing and eliminating impacts.

- Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action.
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- Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation.

- Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected environment.

- Reducing or eiminating theimpact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the
life of the action.

- Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments.

Multiple Use - The development of nonhighway facilities within the right-of-way. “Multiple Use”
means the nonhighway use of the airspace above or below the highway gradeline between the
horizontal highway right-of-way limits acquired by the highway agency.

4.11
N

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) - Passedin 1969, thefederal legidationrequiring states
to document the environmental impact of transportation projects. Various approaches, steps, and
approvals now used in the Ohio Transportation Development Process originated with the National
Environmental Policy Act. The NEPA process is enforced by regulations of the Council on
Environmenta Quality (CEQ).

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit - Mandated by Section 401
of the Clean Water Act for the discharge of pollutants from a point source into surface waters
(including wetlands) for disposal purposes; intended to regulate the amount of chemicals, heavy
metals, and biological wastes discharged inwastewater. Currently appliesto stormwater discharges
from construction projects disturbing 5 acres or more.

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The national list of districts, sites, buildings,
structures and objects significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or
culture. It is maintained by the Secretary of the Interior under authority of Section 101(a)(1)(A) of
the Nationa Historic Preservation Act, as amended.

National Register of Historic Places - Criteria for Evaluation - The criteria used by the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office and the National Park Serviceto evaluatethedigibility of propertiesfor
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The criteriaare:

Thequality of significancein American history, architecture, archaeol ogy, engineering, and cultureis
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and:



Categorical Exclusion Confirmation Handbook Reference
Section

1. that are associated with eventsthat have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

2.  that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

3. that embody the distinctive characteristicsof atype, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

4.  that haveyielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
Natural Disaster - A sudden and unusual natural occurrence, including but not limited to intense
rainfal, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, tidal waves, landdides, volcanic eruptions or earthquakes
which causes serious damage.

412
Navigable Waters of the U.S. - Navigable waters of the United States are those waters that are
subject to the ebb and flow of thetide and/or are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may
be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce. A determination of navigability,
once made, applieslaterally over the entire surface of the waterbody, and isnot extinguished by later
actions or events which impede or destroy navigable capacity. 33 CFR - 329.4.

No-Build Alternative or “No-Action Alternative” - Option of maintaining the status quo by not
building transportation improvements. Usualy results in eventual deterioration of existing
transportation facilities. Serves as a baseline for comparison of “Build” Alternatives.

Non-Attainment Areas- Countiesthat do not meet national ambient air quality standardsfor carbon
monoxide and/or ozone pollution; ranked by the severity of their problem as marginal, moderate,
serious, severe or extreme. In accordance with the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, these areas
must take specific emission reduction measures.

Notice of Intent - Announcement in the Federal Register advising interested parties that an
Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared and circulated for a given project.

@)

Office of Environmental Services (OES) - An administrative unit of the Ohio Department of
Transportation responsi ble for managing Department environmental programs, including devel oping
and providing environmenta policy procedures and technical guidance to other Department offices.

Open House- Aninformal, unstructured Public M eeting or Hearing during whichinformation stations
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with exhibits convey important project information and Department and consultant personnel are
available to answer the public’s questions.

OAC - Ohio Administrative Code

ORC - Ohio Revised Code.

Ordinary High Water (OHW) - the ordinary high water mark is the elevation at which U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers jurisdiction begins. The OHW mark is the line on the shore established by the
fluctuations of water and indicated by physica characteristics such as an impressed natura line,
shelving, a vegetation change or debris lines.

Originating Office - The lead Digtrict, or LPA responsible for administering, developing, and
implementing a given project.

4.13
P

Planning Stage - First stage of the Transportation Development Process. Planning involves the
development of a Statewide Multi-modal Transportation Plan and Metropolitan areas plan. This
phase involves inventories, data collection, problems/needs assessments, generating and comparing
dternative plans, evauating the social, economic, and environmenta impacts of proposed
transportation actions with avariety of public, agency, and citizen involvement groups, and selecting
the preferred plan for the state and the MPOs. The State of Ohio involves elements of policy
planning, systemsplanning, or facility planning by ODOT and the M POsin cooperative coordination.
The focus of the effort is along-range plan.

Plans- Technical drawingswhich show the location, character, and dimensions of prescribed project
work, including layouts, profiles, cross-sections and other details.

Pre-Construction Notification - A Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) is a document, generally
acompleted 404 Application, which must be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prior
to commencing an activity authorized by a Nationwide Permit.

Programming - A generd term to refer to a series of activities carried out by the Department,
including data assessment, appraisa of identified planning needs and consideration of available or
anticipated fiscal resources to result in the drawing up, scheduling and planning.

Project File- A compilation of dl dataand study material s associated with environmental documents,
including dl pertinent information gathered during the environmental eval uation, supporting reports,
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telephone memorandums and pertinent correspondence.

P.S. & E. Submission - The reference given to atransmittal of plans, specifications, and estimates
made from apreparing office to the Department for review and processing. Thistransmittal includes
al written material and engineering data necessary to place a highway construction project under
contract. These submissionsarereviewed for accuracy and completeness prior to bid, and for certain
major federal aid projects are provided to the Federal Highway Administration for fina approval.

Public Hearing - A meeting designed to afford the public the fullest opportunity to express support
of, opposition to, or comment on a transportation project. Documentation is required.

Public Involvement - Coordination events and informational materials geared toward public
participation in the Transportation Development Process.

Public M eeting - An announced meeting conducted by transportation officials designed to facilitate
public participation in the decision-making process and to assist the public in gaining an informed
view of a proposed project during the Transportation Development Process.

4.14

Q

Qualitative Analysis - A general concept which categorizes a process used in certain types of
environmental or route location studies where multiple factors are compared in a systematic and
comprehensive manner on the basis of sound judgement. Factors analyzed by using a qualitative
analysis are such that they cannot be measured in monetary terms, have no apparent common
denominators, and are not readily quantifiable.

Quantitative Analysis - The process used in certain environmental, economic, cost-benefit,
engineering, or traffic studies where multiple factors, elements, and/or outcomes are evaluated and
compared by the use of measurabledata. Certain mathematical models, formulas, numerical indices,
rankings, and value matrices may be used to assist with such a process.

R

Record of Decision (ROD) - A document prepared by the Division office of the Federal Highway
Administration that presents the basis for selecting and approving a specific transportation proposal
that has been evaluated through the various environmental and engineering studies of the TDP.
Typically, the ROD identifies the alternative selected in the Fina EIS, the aternatives considered,
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measures to minimize harm, monitoring or enforcement programs, and an itemized list of
commitments and mitigation measures.

Regulatory Agency - An agency empowered to issue permits or recommend approval or denid of
apermit or action.

Reserve Pool Bridge - a bridge that is considered potentialy eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. Bridges in this category receive the same consideration as a Selected
Pool Bridge until a determination of eligibility is made.

Right-of-Way - Land, property, or interest therein acquired for and devoted to transportation
purposes such as construction, maintenance, operations, and protection of afacility.

S

Scope of Work - A detailed, written listing of tasks prepared in advance of engineering and
environmental work to define requirements of studies. A scope of work is provided to prospective
consultant firms prior to the initiation of studies to aid in preparing estimates of working hours,
schedules, and costs required to prepare, complete, and deliver the work described.

Scoping Field Review - A sitevisit conducted by the Originating Officeand other appropriate parties
to define a project’s scope of work and to evaluate a variety of circumstances involved with the
proposed project. These circumstances may include: engineering parameters, involvement of
environmental resources, and required public involvement.

4.15

Secondary Effects- A general term to defineimpactswhich are caused by a specific action and which
takeplacelater intimeor further removed in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. Secondary
effects can be indeterminate, may not be easily recognized, and can be difficult to identify and
evauate.

Section 106 Procedur es- Procedures based on Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966 which governsthe identification, evaluation, and protection of historical and archaeological
resources affected by state and federal transportation projects. Principal areas identified include
required evaluations to determine the presence or absence of sites, the eligibility based on National
Register of Historic Places criteriaand the significance of the effect of aproposed project upon such
adte.

Section 401 Water Quality Certification - Required by Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act
for projects involving the discharge of materials into surface waters, including wetlands. The
applicant must demonstrate that activities will comply with water quality standards and other
provisions of federal and state law and regulations regarding conventional and nonconventional
pollutants, new source performance standards, and toxic pollutants.
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Section 404 Alternatives Analysis - Examines practical alternatives to the possible discharge of
dredged or fill materia into certain aquatic ecosystems, such as wetlands, mud flats, vegetated
shalows or other specia aquatic systems. “Practical” means “available and capable of being done
after taking into consideration cost, existing technology and logistics in light of overall project
purposes.” Criteriaguiding such an analysis are derived from the provions of Section 404(b)(1) of
the 1972 Federal Clean Water Act as amended in 1977. The analysis is performed during the
environmental studiesof the Transportation Devel opment Processand isrequired beforetheissuance
of apermit by the Corps of Engineers for the discharge of dredged or fill materials.

Section 404 Per mit - A Department of the Army (DOA) Corps of Engineers permit to authorize the
discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. pursuant to section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C. 1344). Thetypes of permits that may be issued are:

Individual Permit - DOA authorization that isissued following a case-by-case evauation of
a specific project involving the proposed discharge(s) in accordance with the procedures of
33 CFR Parts 323 and 325 and a determination that the proposed discharge isin the public
interest pursuant to 33 CFR Part 320. 33 CFR - 323.2(g).

Genera Permit - DOA authorization that is issued on a nationwide or regional basis for a
category or categories of activities when:

1) Those activitiesare substantially smilar in nature and cause only minima individual
and cumulative environmental impacts;

4.16
2) The genera permit would result in avoiding unnecessary duplication of regul atory
control exercised by another Federal, state, or local agency provided it has been
determined that the environmental consequences of the action are individualy and
cumulatively minimd. (See 33 CFR - 325.2(e) and 33 CFR Part 330). 33 CFR --
322.2(f) and 323.2(h).

Regional Permit - Regiona permits are a type of genera permit. They may be issued by a
division or district engineer after compliance with the other procedures of the section 404
permit regulations. If the public interest so requires, the issuing authority may condition the
regional permit to require a case-by-case reporting and acknowledgment system. However,
no separate applications or other authorization documents will be required. 33 CFR --
325.2(e)(2) and 325.5(c)(1).

Nationwide Permit - Nationwide permits are a type of general permit and represent DOA
authorizationsthat have beenissued by the regulation (33 CFR Part 330) for certain specified
activities nationwide. If certain conditions are met, the specified activities can take place
without the need for an individual or regional permit. 33 CFR - 325.2(¢)(1).
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Section 4(f) Deter mination - Administrative action by which FHWA confirms that, on the basis of
extensive studies and anaysis, there are no “prudent and feasible” aternatives to the taking of land
from resources protected under Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act, as
amended (49 USC 303). Theseresourcesinclude: parks or recreation areas that are publicly owned
or open to the public, publicly owned wildlife or waterfowl refuges, or any significant historic sites.

Section 6(f) - A provision in the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Act that protects public
recreational properties developed or enhanced using federal funding supplied to states or
municipalities under the act by requiring replacement of lands converted to nonrecreational uses.
Proposed transportation projects which affect such lands require a study and an analysis of
alternatives to serve as the basis for a Section 6(f) finding by the U.S. Department of the Interior.
Specific state legidation for any proposed land transfer is aso required in order to implement a
Section 6(f) action. Generally requires replacement of 6(f) land taken for a project.

Selected Pool Bridge - A bridge that is considered eligible for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places. Bridgesinthiscategory aretreated asif they arein the National Register of Historic
Places.

Sensitive Receptor - Anareaof frequent human use (i.e. residential property, church, school, library,
hospital, park, hotel, motel, etc.)

Sensitive Species - Plant or animal species which are (1) Federal listed or proposed threatened or
endangered species; (2) bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; (3) species
protected under State endangered specieslawsandregul ations, plant protection lawsand regulations;
Fish and Game codes, or species of specia concern listings and policies, or (4) species recognized
by national, state, or local environmental organizations (e.g. The Nature Conservancy).

4.17
Significant Impacts - Any number of socia, environmental, or economic effects or influences that
may result from the implementation of atransportation improvement; classified asdirect, secondary,
or cumulativewhich significantly affect the human environment. TheFHWA mandatesenvironmental
clearance documents based upon the significance of impacts. In most cases, Environmental Impact
Statement projects involve significant impacts. Both context and intensity as described in 40 CFR
1508.27 are important when determining significance.

Sole Sour ce Aquifer - Asdefined by the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, agroundwater source that
represents the principle source of a water supply for acommunity or region that, if contaminated,
would create a significant hazard to public health.

Special Aquatic sites- Those sites identified in 40 CFR 230 Subpart E (i.e. sanctuaries and refuges,
wetlands, mud flats, vegetated shallows, coral reefs, and riffle and pool complexes). They are
geographic areas, large or small, possessing specid ecological characteristicsof productivity, habitat,
wildlife protection, or other important and easlly disrupted ecological values. These areas are
generally recognized as significantly influencing or positively contributing to the general overal
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environmental health or vitality of the entire ecosystem of aregion. 40 CFR - 230.3(g-1).

StructureFileNumber - The Structure File Number isa permanent number assigned to the structure
when the bridge is first conceived. This is the identification number for the data on a particular
structure. It is seven (7) digit numeric which is assigned from a master list by appropriate control
authority. Thefirst two (2) digits are the numeric code for the Ohio county in which the structure
is located. The next four (4) digits make up the specific number for that structure. The last or
seventh digitisacomputer calculated check digit which has no particular sequence, but isan integral
and very necessary part of thefilenumber. Using thisdigit, the program can check the validity of the
entire number before entering the data in the record.

Study Area - A geographic area selected and defined at the outset of engineering and environmenta
evaluations which is sufficiently adequate in size to address all pertinent project matters occurring
within it.

Summary of Environmental Commitments- Design commitments made during the environmental
evaluation and study process to moderate or lessen impacts from the proposed action. These
measures may include planning and devel opment commitments, environmental measures, right-of-way
improvements, and agreements with resource or other agencies to effect construction or post
construction action.

T

Transcript - A typewritten record, usually prepared by acertified stenographer, providing averbatim
account of the official proceedings that take place at al Public Hearings and some Public Meetings.

4.18
Transportation Development Process (TDP) - Ohio’s procedures for advancing a transportation
improvement project from concept to construction. The philosophy behind the process emphasizes
theintegration of engineering and environmental studiesand coordination among Department offices,
state and federal resource agencies and the public. The ultimate goa is to select, design, and
construct the most reasonable, practical, cost-effective, technically sound and environmentally
sensitive transportation improvement option.

\

Watersof the U.S. - Waters of the U.S. are water bodies subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
jurisdiction. They includeall interstate and intrastate waters such aslakes, rivers, streams (including



intermittent streams) and wetlands.

Well Head Protection Area - The surface and subsurface area surrounding awater well, well field,
spring or infiltration gallery supplying a public water system, through which contaminants are
reasonably likely to move toward and reach the water well or well field.

Wetlands- Those areasthat areinundated or saturated by surface or ground water at afrequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typicaly adapted for lifein saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps,
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. 33 CFR - 328.3(b); 40 CFR - 230.3(t).

Wetland Delineation Report - Provides both written and illustrated data to define the boundaries of
those topographic features within a study area and which meet the federal definition of “wetland” as
contained in 33 CFR 328.3(b). A delineation report represents the first step in the overall wetland
study process, which evaluates the importance of a wetland, and ultimately assesses the effects of a
project on awetland. Currently wetlands are delineated in accordance with the 1987 U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual. Thereport may be apart of an Ecological Survey
Report or a separate report for the specific purpose of wetland delineation.

4.19
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Refer ence Section
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6.1
Refer ence Section

Archaeology Guidelines, published by the Ohio Historic Preservation Office (1994).

The Concrete Arch Supplement to the Ohio Historic Bridge Inventory, Evaluation and
Preservation Plan (1994).

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). as amended by
Executive Orders 11514 and 11991.

FHWA Notice T 6640.8A, FHWA Technica Advisory: “Guidance for Preparing and
Processing Environmental and 4(f) Documents,” (October 30, 1987)

CEQ, Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the NEPA (40 CFR 1500-
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1508, Nov. 29, 1978.)

. CFR: Title 23-Highways, Chapterl, “FHWA, DOT”; Subchapter H, “Right-of-Way and
Environment”; Part 7-7-1, “Environmental Impact Statements’; FHWA NEPA Regulations,
(Dec. 29, 1980, amended Sept. 8, 1987)

. 23 CFR, Part 630, Subpart C, Appendix A, Federal Aid Project Agreement, Form PR-2
Agreement Provisions

. Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 7400)
. Executive Order 11988, Evaluation of Flood Hazards
. Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands

. Executive Order 12898, Federal Actionsto AddressEnvironmental Justicein Minority and Low
Income Populations

. FHWA Noise Anaysis Guidance, 1995

. Fina Nationwide Section 4(f) Evaluation and Approval for Federaly Aided Highway Projects
with Minor Involvements with Historic Sites.

. How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory, by Stephen C. Gordon, published by the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office (1992)

. ODOT Traffic Noise Policy, 1997

. Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation and Approva for FHWA Projects that necessitates the
use of historic bridges.

. Programmatic Agreement among FHWA?,.ZACH P, ODOT, & OHPO Regarding Federaly
Funded or Approved Highway Bridge Projects.

. The Second Ohio Historic Bridge Inventory, Evaluation and Preservation Plan (1990).

. Section 4(f) of the U.S. DOT Act of 1966 [49 U.S.C. 303]

. Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 460L-4 to 460L-11)

. Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1530-1543

. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act [16 U.S.C 470 (f)]

. Section 401 of the U.S. Clean Water Act of 1977 (33 U.S.C. 1251-1376
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Section 402 of the U.S. Clean Water Act of 1977
Section 404 of the U.S. Clean Water Act of 1972 (as amended 1977)

State of Ohio, Water Quality Standards, Chapter 3745-1 of the Administrative Code (Most
Recent Revision). Ohio Environmental Protection Agency; Division of Surface Water

US Army Corps of Engineers, Public Notice No. CEORP-or 97-NWPI; Nationwide Permits
for the State of Ohio. Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program, Reauthorization of the
Nationwide Permits (most recent revision)

Mastering NEPA: A Step-by-Step Approach; Ronald E. Bass and Albert 1. Henson; Solana
Press Books,1993

The 9 Step Transportation Development Process. Interim Guidelines April, 2000, for
Environmental Assessments & Environmental Impact Statements, Ohio Dept. of
Trangportation, Office of Environmental Services.

6.3

PROGRAMMATIC

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION AGREEMENT
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WEEN

FEDERAL HIGHWAY
NISTRATION

OHIO DEPARTMENT
TRANSPORTATION

May 1, 2000

Office of Environmental Services

PROGRAMMATIC

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIE

ork and
an and
g or ation

INTRODUCTION - This agreement establishes a procedure ‘
processing time for certain Federal actions that do not have -ﬁ
natural environment. In entering inta Tﬂw- Ohi .—l 08

ifig

(ODOT) agrees.to act-on behaf-o "W?ru;, - gésuring
compliance with dl applicabl e Federal.eavirenmental andzele jent has

been developed to be in conformance with the policy and procedures for environmental process of
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ClasslI-Categorical Exclusion (CE) Actionsasdefinedin Section 23 CFR 771.117 (and asamended).

ODOT and FHWA concur inadvancewith the classification of thosetypesof CEs (identified on pages

4-7 of this agreement) which normally are found to have no significant socia, economic and
environmental effect. ODOT agrees that al the conditions stated in this Programmatic CE
Agreement will be satisfied for al projects processed under this agreement. This agreement
supersedes al previous CE processing agreements held between FHWA and ODOT.

In accordance with FHWA regulations (23 CFR 771, “Environmental Impact and Related

Procedures’), CEs are actions which meet the definition contained in the Council on Environmental
Quality regulations, 40 CFR 1508.4, and, based on past experience with similar actions, do not
involve significant environmental impacts. They are actions which:

. do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area,

. do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people,

. do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic, or other
resource,

. do not involve significant air, noise or water quality impacts,

. do not have significant impacts on travel patterns, or

. do not otherwise, either individualy or cumulatively, have any significant environmental

impacts, and are, therefore, excluded from the requirement to prepare an EA or EIS.

Due to the limited scope of work for certain projects and based on past experience with similar
actions, FHWA and ODOT will not require documentation for the actions listed below. These
actions meet the intent of 23 CFR 771.117(c), some actions “...meet the criteriafor CEsinthe CEQ
regulation and normally do not require any further NEPA reviews by the Administration.”

These projects are standard stand a one maintenance functions that, based on ODOT’sand FHWA's
past experience, will not result in any significant impacts to the human or natural environment:

. Guardrail replacement where no new bank stabilization is required,

The replacement of traffic signals within existing ROW (provided no work takes place within
any historic districts),

Genera pavement marking or “line painting” projects,

The ingtallation of raised pavement markers,

Herbicida spraying within existing ROW,

Mowing or brush removal/trimming projects within existing ROW,

The installation or maintenance of signs and/or replacement fencing,

Study type projects (i.e. feasibility studies, etc.),

. Bridge deck overlays, Bridge deck replacements, and other maintenance activities, including
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bridge painting projects provided project doesn’'t involve any work within streams, rivers,
scenic river corridors or historic properties,

. General highway maintenance, including filling potholes, crack sealing, mill and resurfacing,
joint grinding/milling, etc.

No documentation isrequired for the above noted proj ects.

The provisions of this Agreement provide for:

1) ODOT Digtricts and ODOT’ s Office of Environmental Services (OES) to act on behalf of
FHWA in assuring compliance with all applicable Federal environmental and related

requirements.

2) A process that will be consistent in documenting information that allows for defensible CEs
on a statewide basis.

3) A process that is concise and easy to follow.
4) A process that personnel with limited exposure to the environmental process can follow,
provide the proper information, and make appropriate decisions within the bounds of this

Agreement.

5) A process that utilizes technological advances by reducing the amount of paperwork and
providing adigital format for processing.

In carrying out this Agreement, ODOT and FHWA agree to four levels of review and approval and
to continue efforts towards achieving a paperless environmental process for Categorical Exclusion

projects. Theappropriatelevel of CE isdetermined based on the type of action and theimpact of the
project.

The four Levels of CEs are discussed on the following pages:

CELEVEL 1

CE Leve 1 projects assume little or no impact to the environment and they will only require the CE
Level 1 form be filled out and kept on file by the District. (See OES's Categorical Exclusion
Evaluation Handbook.) CE Level 1 projects will not result in the displacement of any permanent
structures or result in the acquisition of lands protected by section 4(f). These projects will only
involve minor amounts (strip takes) of Right of Way. No impacts to wetlands, or Section 106
resourceswill occur. TheDistrict Environmental Coordinator (DEC) shall confirm that these actions
meet the criteriafor CE Level 1 projects. Projects that do not meet the criteria for CE Level 1
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projects shall be processed at the next appropriate higher level.

CE Leve 1 projectsinclude the following:

1. Approva of utility installations along or across a transportation facility provided no
drainage of wetlands will occur.

2. Construction of bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths and facilities provided that no new
disturbance will occur (e.g. Designations of certain highways as bike routes, painting of
existing paved shoulders as bike lanes, etc..)

3. Transfer of Federal Lands pursuant to 23 USC 317 when the subsequent action is not an
FHWA action.

4. Landscaping.

5. Installation of new fencing, signs, smal passenger shelters, traffic signals and railroad
warning devices where no substantial land acquisition, traffic disruption or the elimination
of on-street parking will occur.

6. Emergency repairs under 23 USC 125.

7. Acquisition of scenic easements.

8. Improvements to existing maintenance facilities, rest areas and truck weigh stations.

9. Ridesharing activities.
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CE Level 1 projectscont...
10. Transportation corridor fringe parking facilities and park-and-ride lots for ridesharing.

11. Approvals for disposal of excess right-of-way or for joint or limited use of right-of-way
(such as cell towers) where the proposed use would have minimal or no adverse socidl,
economic or environmental impacts.

12. Wetland mitigation activities.

13. Culvert and structure replacement/reconstruction that involve no more than minimal
additional right-of-way necessary to grade around the new bridge/cul vert plusany necessary
channdl work. (All permits and coordination are still required.) (If anindividua permitis
required, the project cannot be processed asa CE Level 1.)

14. Modernization of a highway by resurfacing where no new bank stabilization or shoulders
are added.

15. Tower Lighting Projects.
16. Track and Railbed improvements, maintenance activities, or acquisition.

17. Acquisition of land for hardship or protective purposes; advance land acquisition loans
under section 3(b) of the UMT Act. Hardship and protective buying will be permitted only
for a particular parcel or a limited number of parcels. These types of land acquisition
quaify for a CE only where the acquisition will not limit the evaluation of alternatives,
including shiftsinaignment for planned construction projects, which may berequired inthe
NEPA process. No project development on such land may proceed until the NEPA process
has been compl eted.

18. Minor Enhancement or Facility improvement projects (i.e., Installation of Park Benches,
Decorative lighting, etc.)

Projectsthat involveany of thefollowing will not be consider ed eligiblefor processingasaCE
Level 1:
»  Section 106 resources
e Section 4(f) impacts/use,
Wetland impacts
Scenic River corridor
Individual 404 or Section 10 Permits,
Coast Guard Permit,
Substantial Traffic disruption.
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CE LEVELS2and 3ACTIONS

Thefollowing table includesalist of actionsthat ODOT and FHWA have agreed arenormally Levels
2 or 3CE actions. Theitemson this Table can be broken down into the associated L evel by applying
the criterialisted in pages 8-10.

Levels 2 and 3 Categorical Exclusion Actions

1. Modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction,
adding shoulders, or adding through lanes (with the exception of Interstate or “Interstate-
like” Freeways) or auxiliary lanes (e.g., parking, weaving, turning, climbing).

2. Highway safety, truck escape ramps or traffic operations improvement projects including
the installation of ramp metering control devices and lighting.

3. Bridgerehabilitation, reconstruction, or replacement, the construction of grade separation
to replace existing at grade railroad crossings, or the removal of existing railroad grade
Separation structures.

4.  Construction of an interchange to replace an existing at grade intersection.

5. Construction of new bus storage and maintenancefacilitiesin areas used predominantly for
industrial or transportation purposes where such construction is not inconsistent with
existing zoning and located on or near a street with adequate capacity to handle anticipated
bus and support vehicle traffic.

6. Rehabilitation, reconstruction or conversion of existing rail and bus buildings and ancillary
facilities where only minor amounts of additional land are required and there is not a
substantial increase in the number of users.

7.  Construction of bus transfer facilities (an open area consisting of passenger shelters,
boarding areas, kiosksand related street improvements) whenlocated inacommercial area
or other high activity center in which there is adequate street capacity for projected bus
traffic.

8. Construction or conversion of rail storage and maintenance facilities in areas used
predominantly for industrial or transportation purposes where such construction is not
inconsistent with existing zoning and where there is no significant noise impact on the
surrounding community.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Levels2 and 3 Categorical Exclusion Actions....cont.

Construction of new truck weigh stations or rest areas.

Construction of ODOT storage and maintenance facilitiesin areas used predominantly for
industrial or transportation purposes where such construction is not inconsistent with
existing zoning and where there is no significant environmental impacts.

Noise wallg/mitigation projects.

Construction of Bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths or facilities.

Approvals for changes in access control that involve the NHS system and limited access
ROW.
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CELEVEL 2

Thefollowing criteriaapply to projects classfied as CE Level 2 projects. The District Environmental
Coordinator and the District Planning & Program Administrator (both signatures are required) can
confirm that these actions are within the limits of these criteria and meet the intent of CE Level 2
projects.

Impacts Of CE Level 2 Projects Can Involve:

1.  Minor right-of-way (ROW) acquisition involving a maximum of 4 hectares (10 acres) or
involving the maximum of 2 relocations. (The context and intensity of the impact may
requirethe CE to be elevated to the next higher Level. Confirmation (by ODOT) shall be
made that the acquisition will not result in significant impacts to the community or
environment.)

2. Minor amounts of hazardous materias (involvement limited to petroleum related USTs
and/or releases).

3. Wetland impacts that do not result in the preparation of an Individual 404 or 401 permit.
(Enough information to issue a Wetland Finding must be included in the CE
documentation.)

4. No Effect or Historic Properties Affected or a No Adverse Effect Determinations on
historic or archaeological resources that are on or eligible for the Nationa Register of
Historic Places, not involving an archaeological Phase I11 recommendation.

5. Minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any
organized groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination).

Projectsthat involve any of thefollowing will not be considered eligiblefor processing as
aCE Leve 2:
. Addition of through travel lanes,
Construction of an interchangeto replace an existing at grade inter section,
Coast Guard Permit,
Section 4(f) impacts/use,
Individual Section 10 Per mits,
Substantial flood plain impacts, or
Impactsto Threatened or Endangered Species or
Any disproportionately high and adver seimpactsr elativeto Environmental
Justice.
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CELEVEL 3

Thefollowing criteriaapply to projects classfied as CE Leve 3 projects. The confirmation that these
actions meet the intent of CE Level 3 projects can be made by the Administrator or one of the
Assistant Environmental Administrators of the Office of Environmental Services within ODOT.

IMPACTSOF CE LEVEL 3PROJECTSCOULD INCLUDE:

1. Right-of-way (ROW) acquisition involving amaximum of 8 relocationsor up to 8 hectares
(20 acres) of permanent Right-of-Way. (The context and intensity of the impact may
require the CE to be elevated to the next higher Level. Confirmation shall be made to
determine that the acquisition will not result in significant impacts to the community or
environment.)

2. Historic or archaeological resources that are on or eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. This includes findings of Adverse Effect provided that an Individual
Section 4(f) determination isnot required. If the requirements of a Programmatic Section
4(f) are met,the project does not necessarily need to be submitted to FHWA for
confirmation of the CE status. It can remain a CE Level 3 provided that the
Programmatic Section 4(f) has been coordinated through FHWA.

3. Wetland impacts of 2 hectares (5 acres) or less. (Enough information to issue a Wetland
Finding must be included in the CE documentation.)

4. Substantial publicor agency controversy on environmenta grounds (strong oppositionfrom
organized groups or agencies). CE documentation must demonstrate that the public or
agency concerns have been addressed and is attached.

5. Section 4(f) impacts/use that fall within the bounds of a Programmatic 4(f), provided that
FHWA has concurred with the 4(f) Determination.

Projectsthat involve any of thefollowing will not be considered eligible for processing as
aCE Leve 3:

o Section 4(f) impactsuse (Requiring an Individual Section 4(f)
Determination),
Substantial/significant floodplain impact,
Impactsto Threatened or Endangered Species,
Requiring an individual Air Quality analysis, or
Any disproportionately high and adver seimpactsrelativeto Environmental
Justice
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CELEVEL 4

Actionswith impacts not discussed in this Agreement or with higher impactsthan listed above require
coordination with FHWA.. These actions must be coordinated with OES and approved by FHWA.

CE Leve 4 Projects:

Projectsin thiscategory must meet theintent of 23 CFR 771.117 (d) and satisfy thecriteria
for CE Classification. Based on past experience with similar actions, these actions do not
involve significant environmental impacts.

General

Per 771.111 (h)(2)(i) and (ii), every Federa action requires some level of public involvement,
including providing for early and continuous opportunities throughout the project development
process. Thelevel of public involvement should be commensurate with the proposed action.

For al actions processed under this agreement, all project impacts, regardless of CE Level, must be
assessed for context and intensity (40 CFR 1508.27). Assuch, the application of 23 CFR 771.111
(h)(2)(ii1) must be evaluated to determineif apublic hearing or the opportunity for ahearing isinthe
public’'sinterest. Hearings areto be held at a convenient time and place for any Federal-aid project
which requires significant amounts of right-of-way, substantially changes the layout or functions of
connecting roadways or the facility being improved, has a substantial adverse impact on abutting
property, otherwise hasasignificant social, economic, environmental or other effect or for which the
FHWA determines that a public hearing in the public interest.

For CE Leve 1 projects, the “Supplemental Project Information- CE Level 17 form shall be
completed.

For CE Levels 2, 3 and 4 projects, dl coordination, evaluations, and determinations made by ODOT
under this Agreement will be adequately documented with the use of a Categorical Exclusion Form.
This standard form has been designed for use in preparation of CE Levels 2, 3 and 4 documents for
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transportation projects (See OES's Categorical Excluson Evaluation Handbook). This form was
developed to provide aconsistent process resulting in amore thorough and efficient advancement of
projects that are expected to have minor environmental involvements.

ThisAgreement shall not precludethe Department from requesting individual CE review and approval
from the FHWA when deemed necessary even though the action fals within the bounds of this
Agreement. This Agreement shall not preclude processing projects outside the bounds of this
agreement with FHWA'’ s participation and approval. This Agreement shall also not preclude the
FHWA the right to request, for individual review, CE actions that fal within the bounds of Levels
1,2, and 3.

ODOT agrees to reevauate the CE classification on all proposed actions prior to requesting
subsequent major project approvals to establish whether or not conditions of the project have
changed and to determine if the NEPA determination remains valid for the action. Projects, which
upon reeval uation remainwithinthelimitsof thisagreement, need no further NEPA coordinationwith
FHWA.. In accordance with 23 CFR 771.129, the Environmental Consultation Form (See OES's
Categorical Exclusion Evaluation Handbook) will be used for the reeva uation.

FHWA has developed the attached Programmatic Wetland Finding for all actions processed under
this Agreement.

SIGNATURE AUTHORITY - Confirmation that aproject isa CE Level 1 will be performed by the
Didtricts' Environmental Coordinators. For CE Leve 2 projects, the confirmation will be made by
theDigtricts' Environmenta Coordinatorsand Planning/Programming Administrators. For CE Level
3 projects, the Administrator or one of the three (3) Assistant Environmental Administrators of the
Office of Environmental Services will confirm that a project meets the CE Level 3 criteria

For projectsinvolving coordination with Resource or Regul atory Agencies(e.g. the Advisory Council
onHistoric Preservation{ MOA'’ s, Adverse Effects, etc..} ), confirmation of the project aseither aCE
Level 2 or CE Level 3 will not be made until al coordination is satisfactorily completed. This
includes any MOA'’ s that need to be signed and incorporated in the document as an environmental
commitment.

MONITORING - Full compliance with this agreement will be determined through a processreview
to bejointly conducted by FHWA, ODOT OESand ODOT District staff. Theresultsof suchreviews
will be used to determine what agreement modifications, if any, may appropriately be made. Thefirst
review shall occur within the first 12 months of this Agreement and, as a minimum, every 2 years
thereafter.

On asemi-year basis, ODOT will provide FHWA with alist of projects (including county, route and
section, PID, Date of action, level of CE and a short project description) that have been processed
using this Agreement.
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It is hereby determined that al Categorical Exclusion projects that fal within the bounds of this
agreement are actions which meet the definition contained in 40 CFR 1508.4, and, based on past
experience with smilar actions, do not involve significant environmental impacts. They are actions
which: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; do not require
the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural,
cultural, recreational, historic, or other resource; do not involvesignificant air, noise, or water quality
impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either individually
or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts and do not require the preparation of an
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Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement.

APPROVED,
Leonard Brown, Date: Gordon Proctor, Director Date;
Division Administrator Ohio Department of Transportation

Ohio Federal Highway Administration



WETLAND FINDING

FOR

FEDERAL AID PROJECTS

COVERED UNDER

THE PROGRAMMATIC CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
AGREEMENT

This statement sets forth the basisfor afinding that thereisno practical alternative to construction in
wetlands for those Federal-aid proj ects described in the 5/1/00 Programmatic Categorical Exclusion
Agreement. All practical measuresto avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to wetlands, which may
result from such use, will betaken. Enhancement opportunitieswill also be considered asappropriate
for each impacted wetland. Thisfinding is made in accordance with the requirements of Executive
Order 11990 on the Protection of Wetlands, dated May 1, 1977.

Thetypes of projectsto be constructed under thisfinding are classified as Class || Federal-aid actions
asdescribed in 23 CFR 771.117 and fdl within the bounds of the 5/1/00 Programmatic Categorical
Excluson Agreement. In compliance with this Finding the Ohio Department of Transportation,
(ODOT), shall ensure that the project record includes an appropriate discussion of avoidance,
minimization and mitigation alternatives for each impacted wetland.

The work in wetlands covered by this Finding can include those categories of activities described in
the following Federal permits, regulations, or agreements:

Dredge or fill activities covered by and that satisfy the conditions of the Corps of Engineers (COE)
Nationwide or Regional permitsissued by the COE for waters of the United States under the COE
jurisdiction (Title 33 CFR Part 320-330 published November 13, 1986, as amended), and individua
permit actions for 2 hectares (5 acres) or less of impacted wetlands.

Alternative discussions for wetland avoidance shall discuss as a minimum:

1. Do Nothing; and
2. Improvements that will not result in any wetland impacts.



In order for this Finding to be applied to a project covered under this Programmatic Categorical
Exclusion Agreement it must be documented that the 1) Do Nothing alternative is not practicable
because: (a) It would not correct existing or projected capacity deficiencies; or (b) it would not
correct existing safety hazards; or (c) it would not correct existing deteriorated conditions and
maintenance problems; or (d) it would result in seriousimpactsto the motoring public and the general
welfare of the economy in the area.

It must also be documented that 2) Improvements that will not result in any wetland impacts are not
practicable because such avoidance would result in (@) substantial adverse community impacts to
adjacent homes, businesses or other improved properties; or (b) substantially increased project cost;
(c) unique engineering, traffic, maintenance, or safety problems; or (d) substantial adverse social,
economic, or environmental impacts; or (€) the project not meeting identified needs. Within this
discussion aternatives that would result in minor aignment shifts, use of minimum design
requirements, use of retaining wallsand/ or other structures, or aternative designs shall be assessed.

Inadditionit must bedocumented that al practi cable measuresto minimizethe wetland impact(s) both
within and outside of the highway right of way have been fully considered and incorporated into the
projects design. Minimization measures that are incorporated into the design shall be listed as
environmental commitments in the document. The use of appropriate erosion and sedimentation
control and other measures required by the current ODOT Standard Specifications and special
provisions shall be a standing ODOT commitment.

ODOT ghdl consider the mitigation of al wetland impacts and shall consider enhancement
opportunities when they exist. Project mitigation measures shall be listed as environmenta
commitments in the document.

During the projects preliminary devel opment, and design, coordination, as appropriate, with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Corps of Engineers (COE), Ohio EPA and other State
or loca agencies shal be conducted. Additional measures, to avoid, minimize and mitigate the
projects wetland impacts may be identified asaresult of this coordination and incorporated into the
project in order to secure the necessary permit(s).

Based on the discussionsthat shall be incorporated into the project records for each action processed
under thisFinding, it isdetermined that there isno practical alternative to the proposed construction
in wetlands for the actions processed under the 5/1/00 Programmatic Categorical Exclusion
Agreement and that the actions processed under this finding include all practicable measures to
minimize harm to wetlands which may result from such use.

Leonard Brown, Date:



Division Administrator
Ohio Federal Highway Administration
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